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Hierarchical Model
Cisco uses a hierarchical network model. High traffic loads create a need for efficient rout-
ing and switching techniques.

General Concepts

Defining a Network’s Key Points
Cisco uses a hierarchical network model. The three layers are the access layer, the distribu-
tion layer, and the core layer:
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OSI Model

The OSI model is a standardized framework for network functions and schemes. It breaks
down otherwise complex network interactions into simple elements, allowing developers

Defining Networks

Several different types of users access the network from many locations:
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connected to the LAN. separate network functions that can be applied in a “plug-and-play” manner.
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