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Question:
I have an EDGE UltraSite situated part way along a protected microwave transmission chain. I want to forward the full transmission payload to the next site in the chain using the RRI’s installed in the UltraSite Hub, but I cannot do so because I have run out of platform interfaces (PIF). How can I overcome this?

Answer:
The number of platform interfaces is reduced because 3 platform interfaces are pre-allocated from the RRI in slot 1 in order to connect to the D-buses in the UltraSite base station. The solution is to avoid using the RRI in slot 1 to forward the payload to the next site in the chain.
The following example illustrates how the problem can arise, and how it can be overcome.

In this example, an EDGE enable base station (with Dynamic Abis) is near the beginning of the transmission chain. It is supplied by 2 outdoor units configured in Hot Stand-By (HSB) mode, carrying 16 E1’s. It also has a microwave link to a spur site.
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If the RRI units in slots 2 and 3 are used instead to forward the transmission payload to the next site in the chain, then the cross-connection capacity is no longer limited by the number of available platform interfaces.
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