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L GENERAL 
1.01 This aection apedfies method• of rescuing a peuo~t 

who is in contact with a live wire that ia on the grouLd 
w at 0107 location other thaD on a pole. 

1.02 In lln electric 1hock accident, quick reacue and tht 
prompt application of artificial reapiration, if normal 

breathing hu atopped, are extremely important. In some c:uel 
the injured penon may remain in contact ~th the wire becauu 
of hia inabilit;r to let go of the lin conductor Of" due to hla 
lteina unconactoua. 

l.OJ An attempt to reacue a penon from contact with 1 
lin wire ia dangeroua for anyone who doea not under· 

at&Dd how to proceed, becauae of the fact that the electric cur· 
reut may be carried throqh the body of the rictim to the 
racuer, or the live wire may come in contact with the reacuer 
or other penon and 1hoclt him, DDie~a proper prec:autiou are 
take11. 

1.()4 If an unconaciou1 penon ia In contact with a wire aad 
it i1 not definite!! known that the wire hu been de­

eaeraized, aaaume that it 11 a lin circuit, ln proceedinl' to dear 
him from contact with the wire. 

1.05 ln all caeea where the victim ia unecnacioua, tall ill 
physician to the location u aoon u practicable, with­

'il11t delaying the rescue. After the Tictim baa been remoTed from 
t.t.e contact, apply such fint aid treatment a1 may be neceuary 
Ia accordance with the recommendations of the American Red 
Cross First Aid Text Book and outlined in Section 010-100-001. 

L06 Notiiy :u soon as practicable the power c-ompany whicil 
ot,erates the equipment in..-oh·e<i in the acddent. 

Ufi Review thi~ practke and also the Red Cro,. First Ai.-1 
Text Book at intt:rvals, so that if it should becomf 

ll't<:l!s~ary to rescue a person ir; contact with a liTe wire on th~ 
rwound. the rescue work will be handled promptly and tl'.fely_ 

L PLANNING THE RESCUE 
2.01 Before 1tarting the rescue, consider quicltly but care­

fully, how the operation can beet be carried out. Th• 
aoat important de tam to be considered are as follow• : 

(a) Poaition of the Injured J."lenon with respect to the co•-
ductor. Hi• poaition will influence the method to b• 

employed in clearing the contact, that II, whether to cut the 
wire, pull the wire clear of the victim, roll him eft the wire 
or lift him clear of the wire. 
(b) Preaence of a nearby switch by meana of whJch the 

wire may be deenerlfized. 
(c) Reacue equipment anilable, such aa rubber !fiOYel, 

rubber footwear, pliers, dry rope, tree pruner, loq­
handled ahoTel, dry board, dry ladder, triangular bandage, 
or other non-conducting material that could be uaed {Of' 
cutdn!l' or moving the wire or morin1 the yJctlm. 
(d) Dependable aniatanu. 
(e) Probable voltage of circuit. (See Para~aph 4.01) 
(f) Pretence of bystanders. It may be nece11ary to modify 

the rescue methods so that byatanden will not be in­
jured by the enerirb:ed wire while it iJ being handled. 

2.W Men handling the rescue muat keep cool, think clearly 
and avoid impubln and unsafe operationa. Keep 1!1 

adad the fact that wet ropea, wet wood and wet clothing are 
not ~rood insulaton and aevere ahocka can be transmitted b) 
them. AToid atanding ott wet ground and In water. 

2.03 Ernployel'l should become l'elle;ally familiar with th~ 
type• of construction uaed by the electr{c companie~~ 

that operate In the localities where re•cue wonc may be necet­
auy, 10 that they may be abie to eetimate the volt&l'el of diff•.r 
eat t}'))e• of drcuft1. 

l. .FREEING PERSON FROM CONTACT WITH .uv.-; 
WIRE OF LESS THAN 11 .. VOLTS 

:..0! In reacuing ;;. person who ia in contact with a li.,e win~. 

always wear rubber wloTea, if anil.able. If rubber foot· 
wear ia available, wear it, allo. 

U2 If nabber alona - a....n.w., with or without rubbe: 
footwear, proceed in accordance with one of the follo11-

~ method• which are listed in their order of preference: 
{1) PttU the wire clear of the Tictim by mean• of a rope, or 

puah it clear with a tree pruner, board or l;.dder. 
(2) Cut the live wire on both aide• of the victim by 

mean, of pliers or a tree pruner, or on the remainin& 
aide if it is broken. In cuttinl( the wire, cloae the eyea or 
turn the head away ao that the eyes will not be exposed to 
the fiash. Warn bystanden to keep clear ao that they will 
not be injured by the endJ of the wire after it hu been 
cut. In many kindJ of electric circuit•, 1uch u aerie~ ttree~ 
lJghting circuits, voltage may remain on the wirea afu~r they 
have been cut at one place. If practicable, and if it wili not 
delay the re~cue operation•, hold the wire down by mean• 
of a board or tool handle before it ia c:ut 10 that the wire 
~nda will be under controL 
(3) Roll the Tictim off the wire. Obaern the wire closely 

ao aa to &Told accidental contactl with it and prneat 
the enda from hitting bystandera. 
( 4) Uft the rictim oft the wire. 

3.03 II rabh. aloY .. - aot aftllable. extreme care mut 
be exerciaed to avoid direct contact with the body of 

tile penon Of" with the lin circuit. Uae one of the followblt 
•ethoda which are lilted in their order of prefereac:e: 

(1) Pull the wire clear of the rictfm by meana of a dry 
rope, provided that it appeara that the wire can eaaUy 

be freed. A dry tree pruner may alao be t11ed in pullinK the 
wire or cutting H clear. Do not under any circum1tance• 
u..e a wet rope or other wet material• that may come in 
contact with the live wire or the body of the rictim. 

(2) If the lin wire cannot be freed readily by pullfn~r tt 
· clear, slip a dry rope or other ~ material under the 

ahoulder or other part of the Tictim • body and roll him 
or lift him oft the wire. A dry board, ladder, or dry a tick 
may be u1ed to a11ilt in puahing the rope under hia body. 
(3) If the rictfm'a clothing ia wet, do not touch it under 

any circumatancea unle11 rubber lflona are bel.q 
wom. If hia clothlq la dry, It may be touched only if otber 
dry inlulatlq material II not available. Before «rUPial 
aay portion o1 the Tictim'a clothiq, touch it liahtly to makt 
aare there ill no Toltaa'e in it. Preferably atand on a dry 
board or other inlulatina material while in contact with the 
c:lothina'. Remember that under wet weather conditioaa 
atreme care muat be uaed to avoid ahocb unleu rubber 
•loTel and rubber footwear or the eqaiTalent are aaed. 

C. RUING PERSON FROM CONTACT WITH UV& 
WIRE OF MORE TIIAJI ~VOLTS 

4.01 If the rictim ia ia contact with a lin wire and in the 
beat judgment of the reacuer, the TOltaae ia in exceaa of 

15000 Toltl, the reacuer ahould, for hia own protection, aec:are 
the aaaiatance of a qualified employee of the power compaay 
to break the contact before proceediq with the reacue. Tbia 
Pl"ec&ution ia neceasary aince the rubber gloTel are not deafaned 
to with1tand theae hfa'her Toltaae• aad the reacuer cannot be 
aare that ropea, tree pruner handlea, ladders and auch equip­
•ent that might be used with rubber Jlona are alwaya dry 
eaoqb to proTide the d .. aree of protection required. 

I. .A&TIFICL\L RUPIRATIOB AND OTHER FIRIT AID 
1.01 If aormal breathinc hal atopped, apply artificial re~IK-

ration immediately after the reacue. Follow the methocll 
crf applyinl' artificial reapiration, treatiq buru, treatiq 
pby1f£al ahock, or Jiving oth~r fint aid recommended in tlM 
Aaerfcu Jled Cnu Firat AW Tat Book.. 
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