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BELL SYSTEM PRACTICES 
Plant Series 

SECTION 502-200-200 
Issue 1, September, 1957 

AT& TCo Standard 

SUBSCRIBER SETS - 392, 592 

INSTALLATION 

1.00 INTRODUCTION 

This section covers identification and installa­
tion of the 392- and 592-type subscr iber sets for indoor 
and outdoor locations. 

2.00 GENERAL 

2.01 The 392 -type subscriber set is a loud ringing 
bell equipped with two No. 28A 6-inch steel 

galvanized gongs. The 392-type subscriber set is 
superseded by the 592-type subscriber set. 

2.02 The 592-type subscriber set is a loud ringing 
bell equipped with two 3-inch 26B br ass, black 

finished gongs. 

3.00 INSTALLATION 

Prior to installation, consider: 

AUDIBILITY 

• Select a locati on where volum e of sound will 
be best distri but ed, and wherev er practicable 
place set at lea st 10 feet above ground. 

• T he sound output of the 392 -type subscriber 
set is regulated by gong adjustments. 

• T o increase the sound output of the 592-type 
subscriber set, repl ace the standard 3-inch 26B 
gongs with 4-inch 42A gongs and brackets. 

4.00 MOUNTING 

Indoors: Backboa rds are not gen erally required 
for mount ing the 592-type sub scriber set and should 
not be used unless it will facilit a te the inst allation or 
whe re a mor e sec ure mounting is required, such as on 
uneven surfa ces. 

• When walls are u neve n, shim backboards and 
use screw s 1/2 -inch longer than specified in 
T able A. 

• W hen requir ed , the 17 lA wood backboard is 
used to attac h the 592 -type subscriber set. 

• A 9- by 12- by 3/ 4-inch hardwood backboard 
may be used to mount the 392 -type sub­
scriber set. 

• Obtain customer's perm1ss1on before attach ­
ing subscriber sets or backboards to finely 
finished surfaces. 

• When metal backboards (159A or 169A) are 
used, place subscriber set with gongs down. 

5.00 OUTDOOR 

5.01 Locate subscriber sets where workman and 
equipment will not be exposed to injury or 

damage. 
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SECTION 502-200-200 

TABLE A 

MOUNT ING THE 171 A BACKBOARD 

Surface 
Quan-

Fastener tity 

Hardwood 4 1 in., No. 8 RH Blued 
Wood Screws 

Softwood 4 1-1/ 4 in., No. 8 RH 
Blued Wood Screws 

Plaster on 2 in., No. 8 RH Blued 
Masonry 3 Wood Screws in 
Block 6-8 x 3 / 4 in. Screw 

Anchors 

1-1/ 2 in., No. 8 RH 

Masonry 4 Blued Wood Screws 
in 6-8 X 3/ 4 in. 
Screw Anchors 

12-24 x 9/ 16 in. RH 
Metal 3 Galvanized Iron 

Machine Screws 

Hollow Tile, 2 
1/ 8 x 4 in. BH To ggle 

Metal Lath Bo lts (cut off exces s 
length) 

Corrugated 2 1 in., No . 8 RH Self-
Metal tappi ng Screws 

Note : Use same fasteners to mount 592 -ty pe sub­
scriber sets to wood su rfa ces. 
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TAILE I 
MOUNTING THE 159A BACKBOARD 

Surface 
Quan-

Fastener tity 

1 in., No . 14 RH Gal-

Wood 4 vanized W ood 
Scr ews. (Use 
knock-out holes A) 

1 in., No. 14 RH Gal-
va nized Wood 

2 Scre ws in upper 
and lower knock-

Wood Poles out holes B. 
(see note) 

1-1/ 2 in ., No . 14 RH 

2 G alvanized Wood 
Screws in knock-
out holes C. 

1 in ., No . 14 RH Gal-
Plaste red vanized Wood 
Surfaces hav- 3 S cre ws . (Use 
ing Wood knock-out holes B 
Studs and place screws in 

studding.) 

1 in., No . 14 R H Gal-
vanized W o od 

Unfinished 4 Screws in 10-14 x 
M asonry 1 in Screw Ancho rs. 

(Use k n oc k-out 
ho les A) 

2 in., No. 14 RH Ga l--
vanized W o od 

Fin ished 4 Screws in 10-14 x 
Masonry 1 in. Scre w Anchors . 

( Us e knock- ou t 
hol es A.) 

Holl ow Tile , 3/ 16 X 4 in. BH 

Me ta l Lat h, 4 
Toggle Bo lts. ( Use 

Corru gat ed kn ock-out holes A 
Cut off excess bolt Met al 
length .) 

12-24 x 9/ 16 in. RH 
Iron Mach ine 

Solid Metal 3 Screws. (Use upper 
(see note ) knock-out hole B 

and knock-out holes 
C.) 

Note : I i C kn ock-out holes are not provided, 
dr ill at loca tion shown in Fig. 4 with 9/ 32-inch 
dr ill . 
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5.02 Install su bscriber sets in encloeed steel back­
boards when exposed to the weather . 

• Tw o P- 160406 12-24 x 9/ 16'' RH machine 
screws are furnished with the 159A backboard, 
to attach the 392-type subscriber set. 

• Two P-205609 8-32 x 5/ 8" RH brass machine 
screws are furnished with the 169A backboard, 
to attach the 592-type subscriber tet. 

• Where practicable, use three of the same 
fasteners shown in Table B to attach the 169A 
backboard. 

• Where use of the bottom mounting hole in 
the 169A backboa rd is not practicable, place 
fastener through the small knock-out hole pro­
vided, near center of backboard 

• Mounting holes for the 169A backboard are 
located on and 1 inch to either side of the 
vertical center line of the backboard 

5.03 Fasteners through knock-out holes C should 
be brought up snug without forcing to avoid 

distorting backboard and throwing tapped mounting 
holes for the 392-type subscriber set out of alignment. 
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