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1. GENERAL 
1.01 The purpose of this section is to outline 

the use of lead and pole numbers in the 
preparation and maintenance of the exchange 
wire record. (See Bell System Practices, Sec­
tion 680-220-010, Paragraph 6.01 (a).) The 
numbering of poles and pole leads serves three 
basic purposes: 

(a) To aid the field forces in locating and 
identifying a particular pole at or near 

which work is to be performed. 

(b) To aid in the keeping of plant records, i.e., 
pole .records, assignment records, line 

card records, maps, etc. 

(c) To serve as the basis for identifying the 
location of exchange wire for reconcilia­

tion purposes. 

1.02 A good numbering plan must have simplicity, 
yet be compl~te enough to fulfill the re­

quirements outlined in Paragraph 1.01. In rural 
areas it is desirable to have an association be­
tween the main pole lead and the spur pole lead 
identification. This will enable the field forces 
to more readily find specific locations. 

1.03 In determining the adequacy of a lead and 
pole numbering plan, the plant engineer will 

consider the type of area to be served. There are 
three types of areas, as follows: 

(a) The portion of' an exchange or central of­
fice area that is currently using street 

names and house or building numbers. 

(b) The portion of an exchange or central of-
fice area that has adequate street and road 

names, but does not have an effective house 
numbering scheme. 

(c) The portiJn of an exchange or central of­
fice area that has neither street and road 

names, nor house numbering. 

1.04 The figures associated with this practice, 
illustrate a lead and pole numbering plan 

for each type of area. 

l.d5 All poles on which the Telephone Company 
has cable and wire attachments should be 

assigned number, or otherwise identified for rec­
ord purposes. 

1.06 The lead and pole numbering plan as de-
scribed in the engineering series of the 

Bell System Practices, applies to all exchange 
and toll poles and pole leads. However, this sec­
tion has particular reference to poles carrying 
exchange wire plant. 

1.07 The marking of poles is covered in the Bell 
System Practices •G• Series. 

2. EXCHANGE POLES - URBAN AREAS 

2.01 The term •urban Area• ~s used in this sec-
tion, applies to that portion of a city or 

community that has named or numbered streets and 
a property numbering plan for buildings and houses. 
Generally, these are the areas where the u. s. 
Post Office is providing house-to-house mail de­
livery service. Detail maps indicating street 
names and property addresses are usually avail­
able from municipal authorities or other sources. 

2.02 Street names when available, furnish the 
best geographical indication f'or pole lead 

identification. Each pole within the lead is 
designated in terms of the property address corre­
sponding to the pole location. A pole located · 
near a vacant lot will be assigned the property 
address number of that lot. Under this plan the 
pole numbers need not be marked on the poles, ex­
cept if' advantageous to local operation. A 
method which has proven satisfactory is illus­
trated in Fig. 1. 

2.03 For record purposes it is desirable to as-
sign a serial number designation to each 

main wire lead and spur wire lead. This will be 
used as a cross-reference between the terminal 
assignment record, exchange subscriber cable rec­
ord and the exchange wire record. 

3. EXCHANGE POLES - RURAL AREAS 

3.01 The term "Rural Area• as used in this sec­
tion applies to that portion of a city or 

community that does not have a suitable street 
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name or property address plan in effect. (See 
Paragraph 2.01.) 

3.02 In rural areas, roads are often unnamed and 
houses are seldom numbered, which makes it 

difficult to locate a particular pole without a 
lead and pole numbering plan. The plans illus­
trated in the associated figures use a combinatior 
of letters and numbers for pole lead identifi­
cation. This identification serves the same 
function as the street name in an urban area. 

3.03 The letters •p and •o• are omitted be­
cause of their similarity to numerals. 

3.04 Poles will be numbered consecutively in 
each pole lead (main, spur, or subspur). 

Pole number •1• will be the first pole in a main 
lead or the first pole beyond the junction pole in 
a spur or sub spur pole lead. 

3.05 Fig. 2 is a comprehensive plan with a ca-
pacity of nearly 600 main pole leads. The 

spur pole lead number is identical with the junc­
tion lead and pole number from which it serves, 
e.g., if the 'blain lead identification is •KA• and 
the junction pole number is •27,• the spur pole 
lead identification would be •KA27. • In this plan 
the identification of newly constructed spur pole 
leads will always appear in their respective po­
sition. The further expansion of this plan to 
include successive junction pole numbe:r:-s for iden­
tifying subspur pole leads is illustrated in the 
figure. 

3.06 Fig. 3 illustrates a method of designating 
pole leads in exchanges or central office 

areas where the total number of main pole leads 
will not exceed 24. This plan is suggested where 
the number of spur pole leads averages six or less 
per main pole lead. The larger the number of spur 
leads, the greater the difficulty experienced by 
the field forces in locating a certain pole, e.g., 
when a new spur pole lead is constructed, it will 
be assigned the next available number in numeri­
cal sequence, but will not necessarily be in geo­
graphical order. 

3.07 Only one series of lead letter designa-
tions should be used in a single office ex­

change. However, in multi-office exchanges the 
same series of lead designations may be used in 
each central office area. 

4. USE OF TOLL POLES FOR EXCHANGE PURPOSES 

4.01 Present practice co~only uses the name of 
the toll pole line for record purposes, e.g., 

Brownston-Jonesboro toll'line. However, a desig-

Attached: 
Figs. 1, 2, 3, and 4. 
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2 Pases and Attachments 

nation consisting of numbers, letters, or a com­
bination of numbers and letters is sometimes used. 
It is desirable that the designation for a partic­
ular toll pole line apply for its entire length. 
Also the pole numbering usually starts with •1• 
and runs consecutively for the entire length of 
the lead. 

4.02 When a toll lead provides exchange serv­
ice, the toll pole numbering will be used. 

4.03 If the toll lead is identified by letters 
or numbers or a combination of letters and 

numbers the toll pole lead identification will be 
used for all exchange purposes. 

4.04 If the toll lead is identified by name 
(Brownston-Jonesboro toll lead) an ex­

change lead identification will be used. (See 
Fig. 2, Note 3.) 

5. TABULATION OF POLE LEAD NUIIBERS 

5.01 Tabulations of poie lead designations form 
a part of the Outside Plant Engineering Rec­

ords, and are available to the field forces as an 
aid to the objectives outlined in Paragraph 1.01. 

6. POLE LINE REARRANGEMEBTS 

6.01 Pole line rearrangements often result in an 
increase or decrease in the· number of poles 

in the lead. When this occurs it is desirable to 
renumber the poles involved in the rearrangement 
and the remaining poles in the lead, consistent 
with the numbering plan in effect. 

6.02 In case of a minor rearrangement on a long 
lead, it may not be economical to renumber 

the complete lead. Therefore, the plant engineer 
may choose one of the following methods, in lieu 
of the method outlined in Paragraph 6.01. 

(a) In pole lines where the poles are numbered 
consecutively and the new route requires 

fewer poles than the old route, the new poles 
may be numbered consecutively from the lowest 
numbered pole in the old route. This will leave 
a gap in numbers between the last pole of the 
new route and the next pole of the unchanged 
section beyond. 

(b) In pole lines where the poles are numbered 
consecutively and the new route requires 

more poles than the old, the poles in the new 
route may be numbered consecutively, except that 
sufficient 1/2 numbers may be used beginning 
with the first pole of the new route to take care 
of the increase in the number of poles. 
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J6IIL 
h3521 

ST. 
3518 3519 3519 

3516 I'\ 3517 

R3514 3514- 3515 3515 

3512. 3513 \ 
3510 3511 3511 

-® f...: R3509 3508 3509 
II) 3506 3501 3507 

3504- 3505 J 
\RS.Soj 3502 35031t 3503 1 
l 3500 3501 

NOTE 
~ EXPLANATION 

3SI!! \ ~, 
"10 fn'" ST. )1' .. o ;.;; 

4 CD THERE A,R£ TWO DIFFERENT PROPERTY AD­
DRESS NUMBERING PLANS IN GENERAL USE, 
AS FOLLOWS: 

l.&.J 

~ 
~ 

2820(28~2812(28DBI2804 27Z0(27/6( 
3432 343J 

~~ 
(1} WHERE 100 NUMBERS ARE ASSIGNED 

TO EACH BLOCK. 

~ .... ..... 

34-28 ...: 
O/Uf26 fJ) 

) 
3f24 

3420 
OR3418 

3416 

34/Z ~ 

OR3410 ~ 
3408 

3404 

3429 

3425 

3421 

3417 

3413 

3409 

_\ 

I ® 
I 

(2) WHERE· THE NUMBERS START AND RUN 
CONTINUOUSLY, REGARDLESS OF 
CR0$5 STREETS. 

POLES ARE GENERALLY PLACED ON THE PROP­
ERTY LINE, THEREFORE THE POLE NUMBER 
SHOULD CORRESPOND TO ITS LOCATION, AS 
NEARLY AS POSSIBLE, E.G., THE POLE 
IDENTIFIED AS 902 OAK STREET IS LOCATED 

ON THE PROPERTY LINE BETWEEN 900 AND 904. ANOTHER EXAMPLE IS THE POLE 
LOCATED ON THE PROPERTY LINE BETWEEN 
3509 AND 3511 OAK STREET. IN THIS 
CASE THE HIGHER NUMBER WAS SELECTED. 

'\.OR3402. 
34/JS \ 

POLES LOCATED IN ALLEYS AND ON REAR 
PROPERTY LINES SHALL BE IDENTIFIED BY 
PREFIXING THE POLE NUMBER WITH THE 
LETTER "R" (REAR), E.G., THE POLE MARKED 
R3509 MAPLE STREET. --

~ .. .. 

3400 

912 91 

308 

304 
0 

900 

8:J6 

892 

.... t\1 ~ 
as 

~ ~ .. ... _ .. ... 
81. 

~1 0 

3401 

909 

!J05 

90/ 

897 

893 

~ <:) 

..., ~ .. ~ 

~-... 

____.-J 

'4 .. 
~ 

® 

CORNER PROPERTY MAY BE ADDRESSED ON 
EITHER STREET. ALTHOUGH THE PROPERTY 
ABUTTING 35TH STREET IS ADDRESSED ON 
OAK STREET, THE THEORETICAL 35TH STREET 
ADDRESSES ARE USED. 

AREAS WH~RE THE STREETS ARE ADEQUATELY 
NAMED, BUT BUILDING NUMBERS ARE NOT 
IN EFFECT, THE POLES MAY BE NUMBERED 
SERIALLY STARTING WITH ONE. THESE 
NUMBERS TO BE MARKED ON EACH POLE. 

f"IG. 1 - A TYPICAL ILLUSTRATION OF A PLAT MAP, WITH NOTES 
DESCRIBING THE UsE or STREET NAMES AND PROPERTY 
ADDRtSSES FOR LEAD AND POLE NuMBERING. 
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IDENTIFYING MAIN POLE LEADS 

AA BA CA DA EA 

AB BB CB DB EB 

AC BC cc DC EC 

AD BD CD DO EO 

AE BE CE DE EE 

AF BF CF OF EF 

AG BG CG DG EG 

AH BH CH DH EH 

AJ BJ CJ OJ EJ 

AK BK CK 

AL BL CL 

AM BM 

AN 

ILLUSTRATION OF A 

FA GA HA JA KA LA MA NA 

FB GB HB JB KB LB MB 

FC GC HC JC KC LC 

FD GO HD .JO 1(1) 

FE GE HE 

FF GF HF 

FG GG 

FH 

Pot£ 
1791 

TYPICAL LEAD: 
\..t"\) 

1oL-\.. 
#':{) 

#,lfllt':J 0~\.:t 
o-f~ (to\..\.. 

'0~ 

®, 
Kfi/2.1 

LEAD KA '? 
to­

"' "t 
~ 

1CA4!.(13 ......... -~ 
<t 
~ 
Q 

~ 
" 
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IDENTIFYING SPUR AND SUB-SPUR POLE'LEADS 

MAIN 
~ 

KA 

SPUR 

~ 

KA27 
KA41 

SUB-SPUR LEADS 

KA27A 
KA41A 

KA27B 
KA41B 

KA27C 
KA41C 

THIS METHOD COMBINES THE MAIN LEAD LETTERS 
WITH THE JUNCTION POLE NUMBER FOR IDENTI­
FYIN8 SPUR LEAOSo SUFFIX LETTERS IDENTIFY 
SUB•SPUR L EADSe 

Ql ~ 
~ KA4V2S ~ 

/ LEIID J<A41B ~ r:I(M!Bjt820 

(COifBINATION TOLL AND EXCHANGE 115£) 

LEADKA4/A 

KA/41 

~ (KAZ7-6) POLE 
29 COMB. TOLL 

AND 
EXCHANGE 

USE 

KAlT/6~~----L_£_AD __ K_A_2_7_A ______ ~---r--~_. 
~ 

lfADHCI6S8A 

NOTE 

..!!2!. EXPLANATION 

SUB•SPUR POLE LEADS CONSTRUCTED 
A~TER THE NUMBERING PLAN IS ESTAB• 
LISHED WILL NOT BE IDENTI~IED IN 
ALrHABETIOAL ORDER, IF MORE THAN 
6 ~UB•SPURS ARE IDENTIFIED BY 
SUFFIX LETTERS, CONSID~R USIN8 
ADDITIONAL JUNCTION POLE NUMBERS, 
Eo&o LEAD KA27A WOULD BE CHANGED 
TO LEAD KA27•6, ETC, THE FOLLOW­
IN& TABLE FURTHER ILLUSTRATES THIS 
.,.a• .. OIPLEe 

MAIN SPUR 
.!.2£ ll.@ SUB-SPUR LEAD 

KA KA27 KA27A KA27B KA27C 

NOTE 
...!ill.:. 

2 

(KA27-6) (KA27-6A) (KA27•6B) 
(KA27-6•29) (KA27•o•29A) 

~~ 
~';0~ 
~~"' ~ ~ ~ (J<A27-6-2SA) 

\V...._, (KA 2J-6fj 
~ LEAl> KA270 

",POL£7 

EXPLANATION 

POLE LEAD JUNCTION POINTS ARE OESte• 
NATED BY THE POLE LINE 0ESI8NATION 
AND POLE NUMBERS; Eo8•o KA/27 IS A 
JUNCTION POLE ON LEAD KA AT POLE 27, 

IN GENERAL, TOLL LEADS ARE IDENTIFIED 
BY NAME, Eo8o 0AKLAN0-8ROWNSTON TOLL 
LEAD• A NAMED TOLL LEAO CARRYIN8 
EXCHAN8E PLANT WILL BE ASSIGNED AN 
EXCHANGE LEAD IDENTIFICATION. HOWEVER, 
THE TOLL POLE NUMBERS WILL BE USED• 
REGARDLESS OF' THE DIRECTION OF NUM8ER­
IN8o 

FIG. 2 • ILLUSTRATES A METHOD OF LEAD AND POLE NUMBERING FOR AREAS 
WHERE STREET NAMES AND PROPERTY ADDRESSES ARE NoT IN EFFECT. 
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IDENTIFYING MAIN POLE LEADS 

A B C D E f G H J K L M N P 

IDENTIFYING SPUR AND SUB-SPUR POLE LEADS 
MAIN 
LEAD 

E 

SPUR 
.!.tAQ 

EA 

SUB-SPUR LEAD . 

EAl EA2 EA3 EA4 

THIS METHOD COMBINES THE MAIN LEAD LETTER WITH AN ADDITIONAL LETTER 
FOR IDENTIFYING SPUR LEADS. SUFFIX NUMBERS IDENTIFY SUB-SPUR LEADS. 

ILLUSTRATION OF A TYPICAL LEAD: ... 

CIJH/J. TOLL 
AND 

EXCHANGE 
USE 

LEADGA 

NOTE 
NO .• 

G) 

~ 
<:::. 

POLE at ~ 
1731 /"'~'29 ..., ./EBZ/1820 

~ 
LEAD E 

U.S. ROUTE 

E/1 

E/Z? 

40 

~ _,. LEAD £82 ,. 

(COMBINATION TOLL AND EXCHANGE USE) 

... ~ 
~ q 
Q c:i i:i5 
~ Q:: .... 

LEADEBJ 
.., 

EBI/15 

EAI/23 
EA/6 LEAD EAI 

~---------~~~~~------------~---~ .. 

EXPLANATION 

POLE LEAD JUNCTION POINTS ARE DESIG­
NATED BY THE POLE LINE DESIGNATION 
AND POLE NUMBER; E.G., E/27 IS ,, .. 
JUNCTION POLE ON LEAD E AT POLE 27. 

NOTE 
NO. 

® 

LEAD EA4 

EAZ/1 

EXPLANATION 

IN GENERAL, TOLL LEADS ARE IDENTIFIED 
BY NAME, E.G., 0AKLAND-8ROWNSTON TOLL 
LEAD. A NAMED TOLL LEAD CARRYING EX­
CHANG~ PLANT, WILL BE ASSIGNED AN EX­
CHANGE LEAD IDENTIFICATION. HOWEVER, 
THE TOLL POLE NUMBERS WILL BE USED, 
REGARDLESS OF THE DIRECTION OF NUM­
BERING. 

riG. 3 - ILLUSTRATES A METHOD OF LEAD AND POLE NUMBERING 
FOR AREAS HAVING LESS THAN 24 MAIN LEADS. 



LEAD 
DES I GNAT I ON 

E 

EA 

EA I 

EA2 

EA3 

EA4 

EB 

EBI 

EB2 

EB3 

EB4 

EB5 

EB6 

-
INITIAL POLE 

OR JUNCTION POLE 
LEAD/POLE NO. 

E/1 

E/27 

EA/6 

EAI/29 

EA/10 

EA2/7 

E/41 

EB/13 

EB/29 

EBI/15 

EB2/1820 

EB2/1820 

EB 1/15 

---
LOCATION OF 

INITIAL POLE OR 
JUNCTION POLE 

U.S. ROUTE 40 AT 
HILTON ST. 
U.S. ROUTE 40, E. o~ 
RIVER Ro. 
s. o~ u.s. 40, E. o~ 
RIVER Ro. 
HILL RD., S. 0~ 
u.s. 40 
s. o~ u.s. 40, E. o~ 
RIVER Ro. 
HILL Ro., S. 0~ 
u.s. 40 
U.S. 40 AT COUNTY 
LINE Ro. 
COUNTY LINE Ro., 
N. o~ u.s. 40 
8ROWNSTON-JONESBORO 
TOLL POLE 1791 
HILL Ro., N. OF 
u.s. 40 
8ROWNSTON-JONESBORO 
TOLL, E. OF HILL Ro. 
BROWNSTON-JONESBORO 
TOLL, E. OF HILL RD. 
HILL RD., N. OF 
u.s. 40 

FISe 4 • ILLUSTRATES A TYPIOAL TABULATION OF LEAD DESIGNATIONS. 

-. 
DIRECTION OF LINE 

EAST 

SOUTH 

EAST 

SOUTH 

lEST 

EAST 

NORTH 

EAST 

EAST 

SOUTH 

NORTH 

SOUTH 

NORTH 
iii 
Ill -.. 
Ill 
m n 
-1 

0 z 
0.. 

~ 
I ...., ...., 
0 
I 
0 -.j:o. 


