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FIR!SAFETY 

CONSIDERATIONS DURING CENTRAL OFFICE 

EQUIPMENT INSTAltATION AND REMOVAL 

1. GENERAL 

1.01 This section outlin('s fin•saf~·t.v nwasun•s 
that shall be adherPd to durin~ tht• pt>riod 

of installation, modification, and/or n•mm·al of 
central office equipment. 

1.02 Whenever this St>clion is rt·i~sut•d, t.h•· rPason( s I 
for reissue will lM> givC'n in t.his parc~raph. 

1.03 The !"ccommt•ndations found in suhst•qut•nt 
paragraphs are hast•d, in glmt•ral. on tlw 

National Fire Codes of the National ~'ire Prnh·t·tion 
Association and the Model Buildillt( Cocltos. A II 
detail features of these source documents have nnt 
been covered herein. The sourct• rltwunwnts should 
be reviewed for complete details. 

1.04 The following fire protection applieat ions art• 
intended as a ~uidi! for good firPsaft~ty 

operations; however, they shall not he ronst nwd 
as to restrict any existing applit·able r~ulations 
and codes. 

2. APPliCATION OF STANDAIDS 

A. Rated Doors 

2.01 Fire-rated doors art~ de~nt·d lo J>n•wnt 
the spread of rire. No attt•mpt 14htt-ll he• 

made to disconnect. the door rto~J~tn; nr to hlcwk. 
tie, or otherwfat> QUie fire-ratt>d doors to he• lwld 
in an open positiOII. 

2.02 Fire-rated~.;;..,. t't}UiPtM•d with latdtin~ 
devices to prt'WRt them rn}m !wing fot•t·t•d 

open by prE'ssure build-ap durin)( fin• t·ondit ions. 
No attempt shall be mad·e to mnkt• tht• door lah'h 
inoperative. 

I. Exits 

2.03 In order to maintain their full ust', t'Vt•ry 
exit, exitway, egress, <"orridor, stairway, 

etc, shall be kept free of ~toragt• of malt•rials, 

t•quipment, dPhris, or othPr obstructions that roultl 
restrict or hl()(•k normal exiting. 

'2.04 All Pxit ;-;ign~ shall be hpt in full operation 
at all t inw:-;. The signs shall not be 

dist'onnc·<·t.Pd from th(• power source nor shall the 
lamp hasPs lw used for any other purpose. Materials, 
fttrnishings, and l'quipment shall not he stored so 
as to oh~tru<"t tlw \'isihilit:v of an exit sign. 

C. Fire Detection 

1.05 1-'irt• det.••etion systems shall bf• maintain~d 
in full operation at all times. lJncler "'> 

t•ondition shall any component, sueh as de1ection 
ht•ads. pull stations, alarms. annuciator panels, 
l'irntitr~. Pte. hP mad<> inoperable, with the exception 
of t host• intt•rvals whpre outages rna~· be required 
for I lw I'Xlt·nsion and/or modification of existing 
s~·sh•mR. Durin~ stll'h operations, the outage time 
shall ht• kPpt to an absolute minimum. As such, 
it is r(•romnwm.IPrl that the outages do not extl:'nd 
lw~·ond t hP normal working day. Such outagP~ 
shall ht• l'Oordinah·d and approved by the telephonE' 
t·ornpan.\· n•prt•!·wntat ive. 

2.06 Fahw alarms ~hould he t>xpected durinf,!: 
Pquipmt•nt additions or removals due to dust 

t'mHiit ions. ThP s~·st t•m or <"Omponent parts shall 
not hi' madt• inopt•rahl•· t.o a\'oid falsP alarms. 

1.07 At tht• c·ompl1•tion of major additions or 
n•rrwval~. t ht• dt•tt'ctor heads in the work 

an•a shuu ld tw l'l'lllo\'t>d, cleaned, and sensitivity 
dwt·kt·d. 

D. HouMiceeping 

2.01 1\ccumulation of cable, paper, 
cardboard. foamed plastics, wood 

pnllet!t and framing, or other combustible 
materials is prohibited. The use of approved 
s('rap win• <"ontainPrs within the work area is 
mandatory. ThPsP l'ontainers must not be dama~E'd 
or tlisabl«~d in an.v mannl'r. Prompt removal from 
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the building and proper stora~e in approved trash 
containers shall he implementt>d on not less than a 
daily ~chedule. ,The location· of trash contain<'rs 
with respect to the IJUilding, prop(•rty lines, t'tC', 
shall be coordinated with telephonP <"ompany 
repre~wntatives. Prompt removal of full containers 
is likewise mandator~·. 

2_()9 Care shall be taken to assure that storal.(t' 
of combustible packal.(inl.( is not in !'ontal'l 

with heat-producing telephonl' or hui ldi ng t~qu ipnwn 1. 

such as rectifiPrs, heat exehanj.!t·rs, t ransfornwrs, 
etc. 

2.10 Storage of flammable liquids used in t•t•ntral 
office installation/removals shall ht• kept in 

approved metal storage cahinds and shall ht• 
dispensed from approved eontainl'rs. ThPst• t·ahint•l s 
shall he eonspieuously lettered "FLAMM A BLI•:.- K J•:t•:l' 
FIR!<~ AWAY." 

2.11 Temporary storagP areas shail he utilil.t•d 
for storage of equipment. supplil's, and 

tools. 

E. Electrical Protection 

2.12 When work is requ i rt•d to ht• pt•rformed 
O\'f'r or adjacent to Pnt>rl.(izt>d bus bars or 

other exposed l'leetri<"al eondut·tors, t•xl remt• t·aution 
shall lw ex£'rcised and shall indudP mandatory US«' 

of rubber blankets. 

2.13 The installation of temporary t•h•t·trit·al and/or 
telephonp eablt~s shall ht• su!'h I hat I hi' t·ahlt·s 

will not lu~ in eontaet with or in dost• proximity 
to heaters, furnat·t·s, or otht•r llt'at-proclut"irtl.( 
Pquipnwnt. 

F. Cable Openings 

2.14 It is important that all l':Xisting practicl•s on 
proper closur£> of cahlt• holt• asst•m hi ies lw 

compliPd with in every rictail. This is trul' for 
new cahle run:-;, adding to cablt• runs, or mining 
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of eahlt• wherever they pass through floor and wall 
<·able hole asst'm bl ies. 

2.15 F.xi1-1ting firestopping practices, Sect1uu 
760-n:l0-410, and Western Electric Company 

llandbook :m advises of cable hole closure at the 
Pnd of f'lU'h nay's working tour. Handbook 8 
t'o\'t•rs t£'mporary daily closing of cable openings. 
All of thPst• documl•nts shall be conformed to 
wi I hout PX<'t'Jil ion. 

G. Smoking Policy 

2.16 Smoking in telephone equipment 
areas, housing both working and 

nonworking equipment, is prohibited. 

H. Portable Fire Extinguishers 

2.17 Tht' locations and arrangement of portable 
fire t•xtinguishers are established to provide 

maximum prott>ction. Unauthorized redistributipn 
of portable fire t>xtinguishers is prohibited. Where 
eentral office c•quipment areas are not initially 
t>quippt•d with portable fire extinguishers, the 
installation forces should arrange with the telephone 
corn pany rl'prcsentative for provision and installation 
thl'rt>of. 

2.18 A<'t'Pss to portable fire extin~roishers shall 
ht• maintained at all times. Neither the 

Pxlinguisht•rs nor their location markings shall be 
ohst·urPtl from vic•w by equipment, materials. or 
paekaging. 

2.19 l•'in• Pxtinguishcrs shall have the seal intact. 
In tht• t•vt•nt tht• seals are not intact, arrange 

to haw th<• extinguisher immediately checked by 
1 he• huiltling operations force. 

I. Standpipes and Hase Cabinets 

2.20 Access to standpipes and hose cabinets sha!l 
lw maintained at all times. The storage of 

t•quipnwnt, pafkaJ.,ring materials, or debris hlocking 
;u~et·s~ is ahsolutely prohibited. 
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