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Standard 

PLACING WIRE AND CABLE 
AT DESKS AND TABLES 

I. GENERAL 
1.01 Tbi:> ~cction covers the rnethncls of placing wire and cable at desks and tables or other furniture. It dm.•s not, however, cover the rcquircmcn ts for placing \\·ire and cable in p1pc~, f• ,,,du;ts, U!Jdcdloor duct systcJtJs, etc. These require­ment:> ;1re ctl\·crcd in the section on "Placing \Vire and Cable 

in lJ ui1 d in[~s." 
1.02 \\'here \\ire or cable passes through flnnr a,\·a_v from ''all or basclJoard. protect it frurn mechanical injury 

\\'ith a iluur outlet L:r statld!lil'l.. 
1.03 Standpipes fur qccl and fibre ulldernoor duct systems arc p;1rt uf the perm:lll''llt in~tZt1iatiun and as such are fttrnisilcd, installed alld maiitt;tiJH·<l !Jv the huildin,l.;. ri suh:;c­quently abandoned, tilt: huildin~ -,houfd rqJ~ace :;tandpipt:s with screw plugs to ch)se the opcnillg". ~1orcon:r. v:hcrc a conduit SY:-.tcm oi \\~ire distrihutiun i:-. illstalled. the outlet lJoxcs on \\:~tlls or columns slwuid he equipped h:: the building with covers having bushed holes approximately 3/8 inch in diameter. 

2. LOCATING AND PLACING FLOOR OUTLETS AND STANDPIPES 
2.01 If practicable, each fJr,or outlet or standpipe should be lncatcd nt·ar to <t!ld in k1 ck uf a desk leg as ::.hown in Fig. 1 and Fig. 2. In this connection de• not locate floor outlet or standpipe ·where it is likely to be used as a foot rest by 

occupant of desk. 
2.02 \Vhcrc wire or cable is run under a floor in other than a stcd or fibre twdcrfioor duct system, or \vhere wire i'i rnn in metal molding, place fluor outlet ~.quarcly ewer hole or ('!1d nf metal molding. On wood floors place gasket or adapter and fasten outlet with two 1-1/4 inch 1\o. 14 F. H. Bright \Vood Screw~. On other .~uri:tces drill holes and place sere\\' anchors or h~mmcr drive anchors. 
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3. PLACING WIRE AND CABLE 

Ce11eral 

3.1li \\'here k;tti·-CD\·,·r(·d cahlc is nm to desks. remove cable 

s!H·atllill,!.; htt\\c·cn set c1r connecting blc1d,:: ou desk and 

a j)(•int \\·itllin the Jl,li)r \llitkt, :-,Utndpipc nr silllilar fitting and 

<IJit:·r,)xitnatch· h\o iuchvs fr1>111 iL opening. A convenient 

mdhod f1,r stripping· awl lnttting such rablc is outlined in the 

"l"'ti,,Jl c;n ''Splicin~..;· C:tlde." C'c·v~T the C•i!Hhwtors thus ex­

j)(•~cd \\ i1 h clllC I:t_:, n ul irict ion tape, half lapped, starting at 

a pc1int nn ~hcathillg :tppr"xiuJ:ttl'!\· one inch beyond butt and 

extending a::: iar as n.cJuircd i. •r terll!illating. 

To Desks 

.~.0~ Pl:!t'C \Ylrc nr c;d>h: tn dtsks as shown ll1 the fn11owing 

t .\ Jl i cd i llt h t rations : 

PREFERRED METHODS WHERE PRACTICABLE 

U.'WER FLOOR Cormurr UNDER FLOOR DUCT 
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ALTERNATIVE METHODS 

NEAR WALL METAL MOLDING 

~- ~, _ . .;---- Wh€re run under floor .:---, .. --~-~=~-=""~ _ _ t- · ."""'-"'" is not practicable. -- - - 1·:,. . ----:: :-o On cement floors \ --~- Not more than 8 in. · ·- - ---' b I r·':-c::-- SPCUre permission to , -~- ·- _ etween desk a:1d •:1a!! , · - tt h ld. --~ 
1 

( a• ac, rr.0 rng . 

.... f~/~ s '",l~,F '" /~~_,,;;;~~f~~~r-~""",~c_-1 tr'~ --~·/-J··~ t~ in. to 10 in.~l-~- !tl~---~,... ~/--- il s.lack__. />~eta! t I _ . -~ Molding 
l!;i in. t ~}j - Metal tf'lolding Strap 

For wire use cleat if baseboard is wood, 1 1 No. 14 F.H ~Y- Floor Outlet l / otherwise use nail and wire tie. 1 J ww.d /'· '---Floor Outlet Adapter Jj For cable use same fasteners as on b ScreNs (Omit rubber gasket) other parts of the same cable run. 

Fig. 2. 

3.03 Installing M<etal Molding: ,\ cunn·uient method for m­
st:dlitlg wct<tl JJHddiug ul thl· 1_\ p\' \\ 1Iich con.-;ists of t\\O 

part:-', J. l;a :-,c au d a Gt p, is here i 1 ,a it t-r uutl inc d. 
3J)-t I\un the base ~>~·1 \\t'Cll de irt·d points and connect ttJ 

proper fittings. Ttl CllllllCi'( llJ•dding t<l md.al molding 
fittin:.,:~;, pt~>h lJasc ,,f ::wlditi.~ Utld•-rt:c·tth lt)l1_L':l!CS of such fit­
tings. 

3.03 That portion of tht· rm1 which is made ()11 basc.boarcl or 
\\a II do ( · .-: not r c q 11 ire t llt' 11 !t • n · r i ;..~ i d sup p' 'r t u h t a inc d 

l>y L•-,tcning '' ith uwldin;~ straJ•S. Thcrciorc. fa::.tcn through 
Ltdcs pruvickd in b:tscs of lJutll mulding and fittings. 

3.0() Faqcn that p•wtion of the run \Yhich i~ 1nade on floor 
wi1h lll<ddin~ ~traps. Place straps at both ends near 

f!ttingo., as ~d10\\Jl iit Fi.~. 2 and "pace intcnllcdiatc straps, if 
rt~'!tlired. at dic:tanccs ajl!•rPxit:Jatch· tl1c same as the distance 
hct\\Tcn ~rrc\\ lwk" in h:t~e ui ill•>ldiug. 

3.07 The fa-:tt·tv·:·.:; tn cmplny in fa-;tcning molding and fit­
ting_.:, ( lJ• )t iilclwLm:· ll. )< >r (lllt k1) tn ; lJc variuus surfaces 

which arc usually cnc-.Jtllltcrcd an: as ioilu\VS: 
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~------------ ----------,----------------------·, 

\\·.·,:;-~;i~~~~-::.- t'b<··~;:---P~ j --1-:~-incli -~,-(·~-~--;;~_---!f~-J;:·i:.-llt 
\\·,,,,,] l.:t•h t•r I'Li-.,t<"r / 
J:,,ar,l. I --------------------------------------- -- I --- -~----------------- .. -

l'Ja:;it r uti il(,]\,,_\ Ti:c Iii' It 1. K inch x + indi 1\mtnn llc;td 
.\i eta! l .;tth. Tu~i!le Bolt. 

--------------- .. ·---------.. ·--------- I --
J':a:-.tvr u:t .\las,;~•ry t•r li ) 

Fla:,ter lik·ck. 
inch \:'u. 8 
\\' ( i( l(} s ('f' •: '.\· 
1-1/2 ind1 
.\nclwr. 

F. l L r:right 
;>;ld \:'ll. (1-~ X 

\\'cl\•d Sere\\ 

inch .:\~1. S F. 11. J\ri ~l1t 
\\'uud Sere\\. and :\'u. r,.x :.:. 
3/-~ inch \ \", 11 :d ~'cn·w 
.i\n,:hor. 

.3.08 After Lac-e:; of fJ\>tU tn,,lrling a;H.l fitting:; h:tvc lH·<:n 
ph. c <:d. 1<t y in w i r ('" . p b c c hush i m;:; at (' 11 d" in fi tt ttl g 7~ 

tf> protect wire~ ir,>In al;ra~i.m and tlH'il p 1acc cappinf.;. 

Nutc: Piace caplJing u:1 mul(!ing lH·iorc placing capping on 
fitting-;. 

3.()0 To place capping dn n' • t Lt_, it on 1 >a sv a !H 1 poml(l it 
in phce, hut hl1d it a:; chn\ n in Fi~ . .) ;\1 a s!ii.;llt 

an~k \\ith b:t:it'. Fibt ft~:-~·c nllt· rorticr into pl:H:t·. ihL·n 
rapidly shift bands al<Jnl:' Jti'.\:trd ire\' t·t:d. e:-.:nti:1g ,uffl,:it'nt 
1 . res-.. 11; c 1 1 1 1 > u.·. h capping i 1 it 1 1 p i:t ( c at t • .t t 11 :-hi it . T !1 i ~; ~~ 'T, -

•·r:tll_~,· rt."!Uire:.; a sucn·s:;iun <d pu~itc~. at intervaL 1ii l\\11 ur 
three inches. 

Fig. 3. 

3.10 \\'here 1 he: uJvl hods shuwn in Fi.~·. 1 and Fig. 2 are not 
pr:tcticahk, tl11· lll<:t:lt•d ~htl\\TI 111 Fit~.-~ nnv he ll't'd 

(y,i!h :t;lpn>Y:tl •.·i S11i't:r'.';-;t.rl ,\hcrv llot•r j.., t~i ccnt,·ut and :.;ulJ­
st-rihcr due:; nut \\:tilt metal wulding in:-,:ailn! uil fl·JC!L 

I I ' ' 
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-Fasten wire securely. Protect wire at bend 
with two layers of friction ~pe. 

(For fasteners see section on "Fastening 
Wire ancf_Cable in Buildings.") ---~·--

Fig. 4. 

To Tables in Hotel Beth·ooms 
3.11 In large modern hotels equipped \Yith a conduit ~y:.;tem 

of wire di"tributicdl, it is gcncrally the practice to furnish 
suitable tahk~; fnr the tcknhoti<'S in hcdnl<Jt~l'>. li uu lH·ll-l>••X 
cabinet is proYidcd, the ;ubscribcr sets are rnountcd un the 
nndcrside oi such tal>lcs. This requires the placing of a cord 
fr<;t!1 connecting block in out!et box to sulJ~criLer :-.Lt as shu\\"11 
in Fig. 5. 
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Fig. 5. 

On Desks 
3.12 General: Dc:-k Jnanufacturcrs arc providing iacilitics in 

tlH·ir desks \\'hich \\'ill pcnnit placing the \Yire so that it 
\'.-ill he, as far ;;-; pr:lrticahk, Cilnccakd. Thcrefnre, bciore at­
Ln:pt in,~ tn phcc \\'ire on :t dc:>k, llnh· a surn:y of the desk to 
dl tl'rmine if wirin,'J, f:tcili1 ics are provided. 1n:t:;much as there 
arc y;~ric·d typf's of co:1struction in <ksks, it is twt practicable to 
slW\\. tltcm all in ('.·t:til. 11uwcvt:r, a few typical examples arc 
:-h,n\11 in Fig. 7 ;1n<l Fig. 8. 

3.13 \\.hen· it i:; nccc:~::,1n· tn rcnlo\T desk drawers, which 
gcncr;tl]·: h;t' to i>v dune \\'here \\·irin;~ facilities arc pro· 

v:rled. pnll 1 he uppn dra v.cr \Hlt. If the desk is equipped with 
. ' ' ' . . 1 f l I . ;' sl<lJl, r;u~c t II\' :-l";1 J;l.tc!l nt-,:r c o ( ra.wcr an\, supportlll.~ 

dr;t\'.l'r in l·"'h L:tl'd..:. l'u~l it clear of desk. ~lark each drahcr 
(lll 11H· r,·;~r i:.c .. : <li it- JJ:,ck. a:> an aid f"r idcntificatinn \\·hen 
the dra\n·rs arc to IH: i·~·pbc('d. 

I I I I 
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3.14 \\.hen wire i:; placed, replace ihc dr:t\\t·;-, in their pn1pcr 
opening:> \\·itht>tli nJarriJI.L; tl1t: exposed lini:,!t uf 1hc <k.~k. 

Exercise care t .. ) enter thctn pr(lperly (lil their track:;. .\l:,o, J;,~ 
sure to turn dO\\·n the ~tl •P b t ch(·s. \\ licrc prnvidvd, at the rv:tr 
of each dr~mcr to prevent ib an:idcnt;tl n:nJovai in service . 

. 115 Wood Desks: Place '.''ire ur cable in tlr on \n>ud dt.:sks a-; 
sL()\nt in the fullo\viug t) pied cxamr,Jc~: 
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Fig. 6. 
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DESKS WITH WiRING FACIUTJE;: 

Fig. 7. 
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3.10 lVIctal Desks: Piac,, \\Jre or caJ,:c in ;qc t:d dL·:d.;s ',\ i~1• 
\·:irin.~.; :u;d ill(>l!illint; f:tcilities as ;,hu\\Jl ill tht· iuli•J\\ ill!~ 

typil·;d iiitblratillii: 

DESKS W!TH WIRING AND MOUNTING FACILITIES 

F:g. H. 

3.!7 Pl:l•.·c: \Y\f(' ''r \'.iLJ,· ,,.! 111>\:d d···l:; \\ith•ltt \I'Jrmc.~ facili-
1 :l·:; :t~· .. ~,11~ ~\~· il 1·, tl \'--· ,, ~;1 il~·.-L.~~ 1~·;.~ <1. 
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