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FISHING WIRE IN BUILDINGS WITHOUT 
FACILITIES FOR WIRING 

1. GENERAL 
1.01 This section covers the methods of fishing \vire in buihl­

ings \Yhich are not provided with facilities for wiring, 
such as conduit systcius, un<krHoor duct systems, molding race­
ways, etc. 

1.02 In general, it takes considerably mnre time to fish wire 
through \\·ails and floors than it would to run \Yire ex­

)liJSe(l. The fishing of wire shnuld, therd1lrt', be limited to 
tho~e cases \•.here appearance cnn:->idcrations would not permit 
exposed wiring. \\'here a suh.'>cribcr \vill not permit the wire 
to be exposed an(l the time rcqttircd tel cotH-cal the wire \\·nuld 
he excessive, consult ynur SU[H.Tvisnr. \Yhcn making survey in 
this cnnn<'ction. lo\)k fllf any <•tlwr desir~hlc means ('f con­
cealing wire to ·tlic ~atishct:•;n (\f the st:l,snibt-r, such a::; a run 
through closets, cupiH•ards, etc. 

1.03 Gencralh·. nutsidc \\·alls are easier t(J fish than parti­
tions. tJwrdnrc, where set is placed on second tl( •or, 

give due cnnsickration to either running ,\·in~ outside c•f build­
ing or fishing out-side \\all nr partition. 

2. FISHING FROM SECOND FLOOR TO CELLAR 
General 
2.01 The fnllnwing general cnnoitinns may he encounterc(l 

·when fishing from second floor to cellar. 
(a) \Valls without obstructions from seconcl l1oor to cellar. 
(b) \Yalls \Yith obstructions between second floor and 

cellar. 
2.02 ~ever fish between two studdings whC'rc rlectric light 

\viring is present. The presence nf ckctric light wiring 
j., generally indicated by electric light S\\·itches, fixtures or 
otttkts. 

2.03 Loosening Molding: To lons<>n a hasehnard molding, 
place a \\'O<Hl chi~cl under it and lift up carefully. \Vhen 

molding is loosened. usc sccc,nd chisel placed lJetwecn molding 
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and baseboard. Place a wooden block under chisel to be used 
as a pry. Pry carefully with both chisels to loosen the nails 
which han· been drin:n in diagonallv. :.lo\·e chisels forward 
as the m• dding is lol"Jsencd and a h,·a;.< place the chisels as clnse 
t() the lt~cati,)n of the nails as po-.:sihle. Loosen molding far 
enough to provide room fur buring btde. \Vithdraw nails from 
1lll11ding by pulling the head through to the l111(lcrsidc with 
~irle cntting or dia;_;~t)n;d plit-rs. This kavcs the paint and puttv 
undisturbed on the f:trc of the l11t>lding. 

2.04 Replacing Molding: To repbcc a basclJoard molding, 
clean cd.lt all dirt and chips bct\\·cul the mulding and 

the haq·]Hl;u·d. fh gin :tt the point where mcdding \',as not 
loosened :tilll prt·:Os the molding hack into its <)rigin;~.l pnsition. 
l'sc a small hl•,t·k (lt \\<iod with a hammer tn drive molding 
ir;t() t•lacc Jt IH.:ccs:-,ar)·. Fasten molding \\·ith thin wire finish­
ing nails. 

Outside Walls Without Obstructions 
2.(13 In general t~n oh~;tructinns ,,jl! Le found in fishing from 

the svc( lJHl Hoor to cellar in brick or balloon frame 
h•lu:-;es. :\ t;;pi··~tl example of a ·wall witlwut obstructions is 
:-,lwwn in Fig. 1. 

2.()() Set Mounted on 0•.1tside Wall Immediately Above Base-
board: Ln\•sen m(llrlinc~ al)(l\T luschoard as outiintd in 

j 1ar;;L':r:tph 21l.) anrllwrc a .~1;-i inch h•)k tln··'lH.dl \\·all as shown 
~tt J',)int :\ of Fig. 1. cxer\'i"ill~ care to avuid damage to the 
t'Xl'<l:;{'(l -.;urface of the· b:tselw;trd and the nwl<liP~~-

.?Jl7 Tit' t\\ inc (lll nne end nf a sl1 ·rt pice\' <•f ferret. Fish 
f c rr d t h n 1 u ~.d; h, , k a n d t h c 11 k t i 1 d r ( l\ J t n c i'll:t r. T. c ;1 n · 

:1 !,, 1\lt t \\'• 1 f•·d <ll~ sLtck in t \Yinc and t ],en i it..· C't~cl • ,f h•;inc t<J 
lnmnwr han<ik or cfl1liYalell1. LIJC;ttc i\·rrd in cellar hv nwas­
un·nwnt or ~<~11ntl. ~I c:L'Urt..·nwnt 1Jl:l v hv q C\l!'t'd frt~)lll anv 
t'Xfl•l">t'd pipe \\·hi,·h nms din·,·th· fr,,:}l r<·11ar 1n second flou~, 
or hv nE·asnrim.: the distance from \\·ali. It difii.cultv is encoun­
tcrv~l in ltwatitw vnd (Jf t\\·ine, kn·im~· sn1!~ec,nc pu-11 it up and 
let it fall sever;!! time.:; will indica t c its loc;1 t ion nn fmmdat ion 
sill. If c<'ll:tr h:ts c!'ilim~, it \\"ill 1H.~ nccess:try to horf' through 
cvilill,L: ( p,,int E. Fig. 1 ). \\''"nrk a fi ,}1 tape \Yith lH1nk nn cn(1 
ar()nnd in lwk until t\\"i!tz· is h .. okul ;md then pnll it nnt thrnut~ 1 1 
h,,Je, fi conditinlh (111 11te job \Yill permit. lay wire nnt on Aonr 
<;r1 tlnt it G\11 be pul!cd into IHdc \\ithout lH'cnming tangh•rl. 
t'-.:z· thi,; method \Yltl.'re there is no j)(ls;.;ihi!it\· oi ;1n.v p(T:~on 
1 rip;•iul! O\'n win·. ln thi:-; c;t'C' the ,,·ire should lw fc.d frnm 
the cnil \l·hilt· it j, llt'itll! nulled. Tie wire to cord and pull <•n+ 
through l1uk 1.111 second finor. 
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2.08 Set Mounted on Outside WaH Some Distance Above 
Baseboard: Bure hole in wall at lncatitlll oi set, :-;1H·h 

as at point C on Fig. 1, and then proceed as outlined in para­
graphs 2.06 and 2.07. 

C24.071 
Page 3 

Fig. 1. 

FISHING WIRE 
IN BUILDINGS WITHOUT 
FACILITIES FOR WIRING 



Page 4 

2Ji9 Set Mounted on Partition-Brick or Balloon Frame 
Houses: It is preferable i11 such cases t(l fish tiHllll!-(h 

th<; <ltlbirlc '.\all frt~m an upper t1unr tu cellar a~ showll in Fig.~. 

Fig. 2. 

Outside Walls with Obstructions 

!Wh::re set. is mounted 
I imn'·::c:ateiv above 
1 b"' .,,f.-·ard . I .:.,._.t.;: ....... v • 

-·( 

2.10 General: ()J, .. tru<·tiu•ls will be cncmmtcrc<l in fishing 
from the S<'l'PrHl f11H1r to ccllar of braced frame hunses. 

Snmc of th('sC nl>structions arc slln\\'n in Fig. 3. Other nhstruc­
tions may abu he fm111d, sucl1 as firestnps in walls and between 
j()ists ;1t f<ltllHbtil "'·win· JJctlin.~ with cnncrctt' het\rt·en shl'atll­
in~ and p!asf er, etc. 
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BRACED FRAME HOUSES - TYPICAL CONSTRUCTIONS 

CORNER BRACING 

BRIDGING OF PARTITIONS -

PAR1ITI0t'-j5 NOT IN LINE 

FRAMING FOR WINDOW 

ti~. -," /';,_;'(;_' -,J l ~-,_ ~" _., 
' I J. ~ ' ,_'--,/' 

'~ tj>-- c~~~ ', 7 

~ Lt ---"'"· /~ 
----->-"-- l // 1 
"G,;, t .___,]I"J~y c,_\<'-1/" /..-----___ I "' __,/- y -,_ 

I -, r rrc:::/::j , > 
/ 1/< ... 11-stuo:l J /~-

J I c,- ----
/ llfr:::: 

Before starting to bore through girt 
make sure there are no windows or 
doors underneath. Select side where girt 
runs parallel to floor joists if practicable. 

FOUNDATION WALL· 

SILL CmlSTRUCTION 

1--rcorner Po~\ .I \ 

I I \ \ i . \ \ 
I .. . Y~tud• 

j 
~- '. 1· __ Jfh;t~c.>l/y l1 _..-~~· \ 

I
I 11' ''-'n._ t- \ l ~-> \i \ 
4 /,.- ---- 1, j \ 

... ~:::::>::_..-------- .· .... L ///1~ -...---- _,.. . -... /" 
_..., r:' ~---·"· ___ __,.-"'"· '., 

___)/ / .· \ _/// -< 
/ J .. ::>!tr---.,.., -~ / ~ )Ok' ... -<-::/ :::<. .;~~;:i. --(2 

When ftsh:ng from basement,bear in 
rntnd that 111 nearly all cases the 
tcunuation wall extends soma 
dtstance beyond the silL 

Fig. 3. 

2.11 Tf locatinns of oh~tructi(>n:-:, ct.·., arc not knl1\Yl1 or can 
not readily bL: dctcnili!Jt:\1, JJt~rc lHdc with :~card! bit tu 

1~ H:atc them. 
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2.12 .\ t\'l~i· :1l ('':;tlnt•l\· (>fa 1\:~11 wi 1 h nh:-;trnctions IS shown 
111 F(~. 4. 

I I 

_, 

- ~~-"_'~~~ 
·,-~ D 

Fig. 4. 

-Cellar Ceilmg 

I I 
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2.13 Set Mounted Immediately Above Baseboard: Lch •Sl'll 
molding above baseboard on scu •lld tloc•r as Plltlmcd in 

paragraph 2.03 and bore 3/B inch lwll:' d1•\\ Il\\anl tlmlugh \\·all 
at point A and plates abun.: juist, as shown in Fig. -L (ln sume 
cas<.:s, plates arc ltlllll(l <•nly hdl,.,\. j••i:;h). Luoscn quarter 
round mulding and b"re 3/H illl'll il\•k do\\.II\\'ard through lliH'r 
at puint B and plates iJclu,•.- jui:,t. ( L:''~ 3:•g inch x 2-l inch bit.) 
Lousen !ll<olding all\>\C Laschnard <HI ii1·st lltnlr and bore 3/8 inch 
lwk dm\11\\·;u·d thn..Ju.~h \Yall at Jltlillt C and pl;tt('s, if provided, 
as ::-h<J\\·n in Fig. -l. 1 f n·ilar cciiillg is pla-.,tcrcd, bo;·c huk up· 
ward through ceiling at lJ as shu\\ n in l;ig. 4. 

2.14 Pass ferret (fisl1ii1g chain) throu~h hnl<· at.\. Find 
ferret, Jla-,s it tin·1JL1gh plate ;.lr pbtt·:> by wcatlS ni a 

piece of fish tape or llllliJrcJla rib illSiTtcd t!JroU[.!,h ll!lkS nand 
C and drop it tu u.:llar. Tie ''ire to fnrd a1Hl pull up and out 
through hule A at s~.:cull\.1 Hoor. 

2.15 Set Mounted Some Distance Above Baseboard: T\( •re 
hoI e in \\"all at Inc at inn o i s c t, such as at r)l 1 i 11 t E o i 

Fig. 4, ancl thl:n procl:cd as outlined in paragraphs 2.13 ami .2.1-t. 
2.16 Partitions-Plates Above and Below Joist: l\/Iake cer-

tain that one partil:ion is direct~y above the other. 
Lnuscn quarter rr•tmd. and bore 3/:-i inch IHt!c throu:.!.h floor :.;o 
that quart tT f<lUnd will con·r it when rcplan·d. Pass hit 
through ltulc Ulltil pbtc lltHlcrncath is cnc;Jl!llterccl. Loc;tte 
edges of plate by muving bit across plate :ts sh()\\"11 in Fig. 5. 
Bit will strike plaster keys of ceiling wllik plate itsdf will be 
free of obstructions. 

'- ---_ . .----· >- .-

Fig. 5. 

2.17 Start hnlc clc>s'-· t;) cth:•· (,; .1·Ltte : ~h·•v;q ::tl'1 h ·rc 
tlmlW.dl. Paos ferret ( li-;hing ch~\ill l tltr011~~h hole .\. 

T;- in (t f c r r c t . · i 1 ass it t h r n ugh p !at c 1 1 y tw: :111 s u f a pic c c uf fi s h 
1ape t:r umbrell:.t rib itiSl·rtt·d thr,lll,c-':ll hnlc :\. ])rnp {l·rrct in 
\\ail to first n()( .r. Locate part it j, >11 itl Ct'1hr by h:t \ ii;g SO!llC­
()lll' lll\l\T ferrt:t up aud duwn or by measuring. 
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..?.lH Bore 3/8 inch hole from cellar through floor and into 
partition. Fish out ferret, tie wire to it and pull through 

tn scccmd floor, pulling sufficient slack to reach set. Bore hole 
through partition at point where set is to be placed and drop 
ferret d0\n1 to plate. If plate is cncouutered, remove molding 
a hove basebnard, bore 3/8 inch hole, such as at point B of 
Fig. 5, and th<:n bore through plate above joist. Pass ferret 
through hole at set and drop to plate. Find ferret, by means 
of fish tape or nmbrella rih and pass it through hole in plate. 
Fish ferret up through hole in floor and tie wire to it. Feed 
wire hack through hole A and pull up through upper plate and 
partiti<lll as shown. This method of wiring can be followed 
unly where there is no bridging in partition on first floor. 

2.19 Partitions-Plates Below Joist: Proceed as above ex­
cept that it is only necessary to remove quarter round 

and bore through floor and plate. 

I I I I 


