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BELL SYSTEM PRACTICES 
Station lnatallation and Maintenance 

SECTIONC32.559 
I .. ue 2 , Dec., 1956 

AT&TCoStanclard 

TELEPHONE SETS 
554, 556, AND 558 TYPES 
DESCRIPTION AND USE 

1. GENERAL 
1.01 This section covers the description and use of the 554-, 

556-, and 558-type telephone sets. 

1.02 This section is reissued to convert it to letter size and to 
incorporate material from the addendum in its proper 

location. In the process of this conversion. marginal arrows have 
been omitted. 

1.03 The 554- and 556-type sets will replace the 354 and 356 
types, respectively. 

1.04 The 558-typ£; sets are single-button sets which provide 
the same features as the 510-type sets. 

Z. DESCRIPTION 
2.01 The general appearance of these sets is shown in Figs. 1 

and 2. A 95B apparatus blank replaces the dial on 
manual sets. 

Fig. 1-5548 or 5568 Telephone Set 

Fig. 2-5588 Telephone Set 

2.02 These sets are shown, with the housing removed, in 
Fjgs. 3, 4, and 5. All components of these 

sets, except tile early model C4A ringers are interchangeable 
with the com~onents of the 500-type telephone sets. The frames 
on all C4A nngers manufactured after January 15, 1955 have 
'Jeen changed in design so that they will not interfere with the 
free movem!'..nt of the volume-adjusting arm as did the earlier 
model. 
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Fig. 3-554BR Telephone Set Fig. 4-556BR Telephone Set 
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Fig. S--558BR Telephone Set 
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2.03 These sets are available in the colors shown below: 

With Regular Cord With Retractile Cord 
Code Color 

Manual Dial Manual Dial 
Black -3 554A-3 554B-3 554AR-3 554BR-3 
Ivory -50 554A-50 554B-50 554AR-50 554BR-SO 
Green -51 • • 554AR-51 554BR-Sl 
Red -53 * • 554AR-53 554BR-53 
Beige -55 * • 554AR-55 554BR-S 

*Green, red, and beige sets are furnished with gray retractile 
cords only. 

Colors and codes for the 556- and 558·type sets are the same 
as above. 

Cia .. of Service Set to be Used 
Manual Dial 

554 556 558 554 556 558 
A/ AR A/ AR A/ AR B/ BR B/ BR B/BR 

2-party Selective X X 
Flat Rate 

2-party Selective X X 
Message Rate 

4-party Semi- X X 
selective 

Divided Code X X 
Ringing 

Nonselective Party X X 
Line 

Regular PBX X X 
Station 

750 or 755A Keyless 
Station 

X X 

4-party Selective X X 
8-party Semi-

selective 
X X 

2-line Pickup X x-
Extension Cutoff X x-
Ringer Cutoff X X 
Push-button X X 

Signaling 

Note: Sets coded A and B have regular cords; sets coded 
AR and BR have retractile cords. 
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