
BELL SYSTEM PRACTICES 
Station Installation and Maintenance 

1.00 GENERAL 

BACKBOARDS 

DESCRIPTION AND USE 

SECTION C37.20 ·1 
Issue 8, Sept., 1956 

AT&TCo Standard 

1.02 Due to extensive changes, marginal arrows 
have been omitted. 

l .01 This section gives a brief description of the 
various types of backboards and lists their uses 

in table form. It is reissued to include additional infor­
mation on color and to bring the section up to date. 

1.03 Backboards should not be used except where a 
secure mounting could not be otherwise 

obtained. 

CODE NO. 

79 

I 
81 i 

I 

136C 

139A-3 

144D I 

-- · 

146A i ; 

- ~ 

I 
147A 

I 

148A ! 
i 148B 
i 

I 

MATERIAL I FINISH ! USE FOR MOUNTING I I 

! 
I 
I One type 58, 98, or 106 station protector or two 11 lA station pro -Wood I Black ! tectors. 12-1/2 by 5 inches. 
i 

Wood Black Five type 58, 98, or 106 station protectors. 25-1/2 by 12-1/2 inches. 

I 

I Wood 
I 

Black Type 633 or 653 subs. set. 24-5/16 by 8-1/8 inches with a 6-1/8 inch 
I shelf. I 

I 
Metal Black All coded multislot coin collectors for a horizontal surface. 

17-3/16 by 8 inches, irregular, with 8 by 7-1/4 inch base . 

All coded multislot coin collectors and a subs. set. 27-5/16 by 

Wood Black 
5-15/16 inches, irregular. Holes for mounting coin collectors 

I fitted with Dot Tee nuts using P-210235 screws (1/4-20 by 1-inch 
I FH steel machine screws). Screws not furnished with backboard. 

I 
Replaces 144C backboard . 

I 

! 

Metal Black 
Type 433, 633, or 653 subs. set either with or without a 148A 
backboard. To be used when writing space is required. 6-3/4 by 
9-1/2 inches with a 7-1/2 by 6-3/64-inch shelf. 

Type 433, 633, 634, or 653 subs . set or a type 50 recorder-con-
nector on a wall or over an outlet. Use with metal subs. set on 

Wood Black metal lathed or sheathed walls as protection, and with masonry 
or brick walls where the surf;,ce does not ;,llow easv location of 
holes for the screws in the subs. set. 9-9/16 by 7-1/8 inches. 

Type 433, 434, 633, 634, or 653 subs. set and a 7 A or 7 J coin col-
lector. When writing space is required, the 148A backboard can 

Wood Black be used in combination with a type 433, 633, or 6S3 subs. set and 
a 146A backboard. In this case the coin collector, if required, is 
mounted separately on a 150A backbo~rd. The 148A backboard is 

I 
18-13/16 by 7-1/8 inches and the 148B is 18.-1/i by 7- 1/8 inches. 
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SECTION C37.201 

CODE NO. MATERIAL FINISH USE FOR MOUNTING 

154A Wood Black Type 684, 685, 686, and 687 subs. sets on a wall or over an outlet. 
7-11/16 by 6 inches. 

155A Metal Black Type 634 subs. set 
inches, irregular. 

on a wooden baseboard . 12-3/8 by 6-13/16 

156A Metal Black Type 684 subs . set on a wooden baseboard. 10-1/2 by 5-5/8 
inches, irregular. 

Wood Wall set and keys, lamp indicators, push buttons, etc, at 750A 
158A with Metal Black and 755A PBX, and lSA and 23A key equipment stations. 21-1/2 

Shelf by 7 inches. 

KS-5796.Ll Wood Black One 105A apparatus box. Replaces 160A. 7-1/4 by 7-3/4 inches. K.S-5796,L7 Beige 

KS-5796,L2 Wood Black Two 105A apparatus boxes. Replaces 161A. 16-13/32 by 7-3/4 
KS-5796,L8 Beige inches. 

K.S-579fi,L3 Wood Black Three 105A apparatus boxes . Replaces 162A. 25-3/16 by 7-3/4 
KS-5796,L9 Beige inches. 

·-

163A Phenol Black Type 14A or 20A indicator . 4-7/32 by 2-7/32 inches . Fiber 

164A Wood Black Type C or G hand telephone set moun tings (hanging handset) , 
No. 1, 2, 3, or 4 directory hangers. 4-1/2 by 3 inches . 

165A Wood Black KS-5250, J86205A, and J86205B rectifiers and type 50 recorder -
connector. 11-3/4 by 7-3/4 inches. 

166A Metal Galvanize:! Type 320 telephone set. 7-19/64 by 7-19/64 inches. 

167A-3 Metal Black 
All coded multislot coin collectors in a corner of telephone booth. 
17-7/8 by 7-3/8 by 3-5/8 inches , irregular . Rep laces 153A-3 
backboards . 

168A-4 Wood Ivory 
One 11, 12, 40, 42A-4 , or 44A connecting block on masonry or 
uneven surfaces . 3-7/8 by 2 inches. 

168A-9 Wood Brown 
One 11, 12, 40, 42A-9 , or 44A connecting block on masonry or 
uneven surfaces . 3-7/8 by 2 inches. 

168B-4 Wood Ivory T wo or three 44A connecting blocks on masonry or uneven sur-
168B-9 Brown faces or over an outlet. 5-1/2 by 3-7/8 inches. 

168C-4 W ood Ivory Four type 44A connecting blocks on masonry or uneven surfaces 
168C-9 Brown or over an outlet. 7-3/8 by 3-7/8 inches. 
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CODE NO. MATERIAL 

i.69A Metal 

170A Wood 

171A Wood 

172A-3 Wood 172A-4 

172B-3 
172B-50 
172B-51 
172B-52 
172B-53 Wood 
172B-54 
172B-55 
172B-56 
172B-57 

I 
I 
I 

SECTION C37.201 

FINISH USE FOR MOUNTING 

Steel Type 592 subs. set where protection from weather and insects is 

Gray desired. Metal box with hinged cover . 9-7/8 by 10-3/8 by 2-5/8 
inches. 

Unfinished Mounting KS-6486 card frame in type No. 9 booths having de-
pressed back panels. 11-5/8 by 4-13/16 inches. 

Black Type 531 or 592 subs. set, 6-3/8 by 4-13/16 inches. 

Black Type 354, 356, or 357 subs. set on walls or over an out let. 10 by 
Ivory 5-5/8 inches. 

Black 
Ivory 
Green Type 354, 356, 357, 554, 556, or 558 wall telephone set. Same as Gray 
Red 172A but with additional wire holes to accommodate the type 554, 

Brown 556, or 5S8 telephone set. The 172A may be modified in the field 

Beige by drilling the required holes as shown in Fig. 1. 
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Note: These 3/ 8-inch holes are not provided in 
the 172A, but may be drilled in the field to 
accommodate type 554, 556, or 558 telephone 
sets. The top hole is usually provided for the 
type 558 set, and the bottom hole for types 554 
and 556 sets. 

FIG. 1 - 172B BACKBOARDS 
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