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2A TELEPHONE ANSWERING SET 
DESCRIPTION 

1. GENERAL 

1.01 This sect ion describes the 2A Te lephone Answering Set 
,vh ich is designed to furnish auton1atic ans,vering and 

announ ce n1ent only serv ice on cent ral office and PBX line s. 

1.02 T he 2A Te lephone Ans,ve r ing Set is con nect ed to a 
telep hone line and operates in conjunction ,vith a 

standard telephone set. 'vVhen the 2/\ Te lephone .A..ns,vering Se t 
is turned OFF the te lepho ne is con nected directly to the line 
and ope rat es in the norn1al n1anner. 

1.03 The 2A Te lephone .l\ns ,verin g Se t has been developed 
,vith pote nt ialit ies for severa l o ther uses ,vhich are not 

available at th is tin1e. 

Fig. 1-2A Telephone Answering Set 

C55.616 2A TELEPHONE ANSWERING SET 
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2. DES CRIPTIO N 
2.01 The ZA Telephone Answering Set shown in Fig. 1 can 

be used at common battery stations of the following 
classes of service. 

Individual Lines, Manual and Dial 
2-Party Selective, Flat and Nlessage, Manua l and Dial 
4-Party Selective, 11:anual and Dial 
Regular PBX Stations, Manual and Dial 

2.02 The first fifty ZA Telephone Ans,vering Sets differ as 
follows from subsequent production: 

(a) Their serial numbers are preceded by the letter A. 
(b) Subsequent production (without letter A preceding 

serial number) have minor mechanica l changes. 
2.03 2A Telephone Answering Sets with the ir associated 

telephone set, are equivalent to one or two high­
impedance ringing bridges for ringer limitations, depending on 
wiring options. 

2.04 The associated telephone set is used to record and check 
the announcement message. 

2.05 Power for operation of the 2A Telephone Answering 
Set is obtained from 105-125 volt 60 cycle ac power 

supply. A KS -15662 inverter must be used at installations where 
only de power is available . 

2.06 An audible signal is provided by a relay in the 2A 
Telephone Answering Set to signal the subscriber 

if an incoming call is received while the set is in use. 

2.07 The maximum length of announcement message on the 
2A Telephone Ans,vering Set is adjusted in manufac­

ture to be 30 seconds and shall not be changed in the field 
without authorization. This maximum message length may be 
readjusted in the field to be from 5 to 60 seconds in length. 
The actua l announcement message length is manualty controlled 
by the Stop Button, ,vithin the above limits. 

2.08 The controls for the operation of the 2A Telephone 
Answering Set are on the front pane l. The cont rols are : 

(a) OFF-ON Knob 
(b) STOP and START Button 
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(c) Function Selector Knob with positi ons marked on front 

panel 
(1) ANNOUNCEMENT DICTATE 
(2) ANNOUNCEMENT CHECK 
(3) AUTOMATIC ANSWER 

2.09 There are three indicating lights on the front panel: 
(a) Off-On light (Bell System Medallion) 
(b) Announcement Dictate light 
(c) Automatic Answer light 

3. OPERA TION 
3.01 Dictate Announcement Message 

(a) Turn OFF-ON knob to ON. 
Bell System Medallio n is illuminated. 

(b) Turn Function Selector knob to ANNOUNCEMENT 
DICTATE. 

(c) Pick up associa ted telephone handset. 
(d) Depress START Button. 
(e) As soon as Dictate light (red) appears, dictate 

announcement message clear ly and distinctly into the 
handset transmitter . 
(f) Dictate light (red) flashes several times starting a mini­

mum of S secon ds before the end of the recording time. 
(g) Depress STOP Button promptly on completion of 

message and hang up the tele phone. The STOP Button 
must be depressed so that the subscriber 's line will be 
released immediately. 

If the message is incomplete ,vhen th e recording drum stops, 
the message will have to be re-recorded in shortened form. 
The Announcement Message on the drum is automatically 
erased when a new Announcement Message is dictated. 

3.02 Announcement 1{essage Check . 
(a) Tu rn OFF-ON knob to ON. 

Bell System medallion is illuminated. 
(b) Turn Function Selector knob to ANNOUNCEMENT 

CHECK. 
(c) Pick up associated telephone handset. 
(d) Depress STAR T Button. 
(e) Listen to recorded Announcement Message as repro­

duced in the telephone set receiver. 
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3.03 Automatic Answer . 
(a) Tur n OFF -ON knob to ON . 

Bell System medalli on is illuminated. 
(b) Turn F unction Selector Knob to 

ANSWE R , Amber light be neat h 
ANSWER on panel will be lighte d. 

A'UT01fATIC 
AU1'0MATIC 

T he 2A Telephone Ans,vering Set is no,v rea dy to aut o­
matically ans,ver a call. 

Caution : The subscriber s hou ld be ins truct ed that the 
"Automatic Answer" lig ht will go out when the 2A 
Telephone Answering Set is automatically answering 
a call 

3.04 T he subsc r iber may pick up an incoming call that the 
2A 'felephone Answering Set is auto n1atica lly answe r­

ing. Pick up associated telepho ne handset and tu rn t he OFF ­
ON knob to OFF then the incomin g call can be r eceived by 
the subscr iber . 
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