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TENSIONING STRAND 

OVERSIZE ST!lhND 

1.01 This section outlines certain st.rA.nd tension.tng 
recomr.1endations to be observed where the size of 

the suspension strand is larger- than required for the 
span lengths involved and the unit weight of cable to 
be supported. Although applying specifically to alpeth 
cables that are tv be supported by overoize strand, 
these recommendations apply generally to all types of 
cables if they are to be supported by oversize strand. 

1.02 Alpeth cables are lighter than lead-sheath cablf.ls 
of the s a.me gaugt'l and number of pairs. Where 

strand of a size appropriate for a specific size of 
lead cable is placed e.nd tensioned but alpeth cable is 
received, the strand in place will in most cases be 
larger than actually required to support the alpeth 
cable. The following are examples of such cases where 
span lengthe do not exceed 150 feet, 

Example 1 - A 303 pair, 22 gauge lead-sheath cabl:1 
(weight - 3,45 lbs. per ft.) requires 10,000-
pound strand, but a 303 pair, 22 gaugi, alpeth­
sheath cable (wei.ght 1,7 lbs. per ft.) requires 
only 6,000-pound strand, ,j 

Example 2 - A 909 pair, ~4 gauge 
(weight - 5,56 lbs, per ft,) 
pound strand, but a 909 pair, 
sheath cable (weight - 3,0 lb~. 
only 10, 000-pound st.t•A.nd, 

~~~CKING _OFF OVERSIZ.E STRAND 

lead-sheath cable 
requires 16,000-
24 ga~ge alpeth­
per ft,) requires 

2.01 BeforA placing alpeth cable rm suspension strand, 
check the siz~ of the suspension strand, If 

larger than required for .the alpeth cable, check strand 
tension (with e. strand dynamometer) to see if it agrees 
with the strand stringing tennion for the proper size 
of strand recommended in Section 051.125, If not, 
eicis ting strand should be slacked off to the proper 
tension. 
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3, LEAD AND ALPETH CAflLES ON THE f:AME CONTINUOUS STRAND 

3,01 Where lead and alpeth cables are to be supported 
on the same continuous strand, the section of 

suspension strand intended to support the lead cable 
should be tensioned to the recommended amount and the 
section of suspension strand intended to support the 
alpeth cable should be tensioned to the proper amount 
for the size of strand required for the alpeth cable. 
False dead-ends and associated guys and anchors should 
be placed at the ends of the higher· tensioned strand as 
in the case of strand diminishing points, or alack span 
cons true tion • 
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