
SYSTEM PRACTICES 
Buildings 
Operation and Maintenance 

PAINTING - INTERIOR 

SWITCHING EQUIF'NEiiT PROTECTION 

1. GENERAL 

1.01 This sec t ion  covers Drocedures intended 
t o  prevent possible  unfavorable equipment 

reac t ions  r e su l t i ng  from bui lding pa in t ing  op- 
e r a t i o n  i n  switch rooms of cen t ra l  o f f ices .  

2. PROCEDURES 

2.01 It i s  assumed t h a t  t he  usual  procedures 
f o r  maintaining painted surfaces,  a s  

covered i n '  Section H51.117, of Bel l  System 
Prac t ices  entit1ed"Washing Painted Walls" w i l l  
be followed t o  obtain t he  m a x i m  in t e rva l  be- 
tween pa in t ing  operations. 

2.02 Equipment, f u rn i t u r e  and f l oo r s  i n  t he  
v i c i n i t y  of ac tua l  paint ing operations 

a r e  protected aga ins t  pa in t  spa t te r ing  by corn- 
p l e t e l y  covering with drop c lo ths  of such l i n t -  
f ree  mate r ia l  a s  described i n  Specif icat ion 
XS-8031 and t r e a t e d  so as  t o  be flme-proof i n  
accordance with Section B40.201 of Bell System 
Pract ioes .  The c lo ths  may be suspended from 
the  superstructure  or  cable racks keeping t h e  
maximum possible  separat ion between the c lo ths  
and t he  equipment. Cloths should not  be a t -  
tached t o  o r  allowed t o  r e s t  upon equipment on 
the  frames. 

2.03 The following suggestions are  intended 
t o  prevent possible  equipment reac t ions  

caused by t he  deposit  on r e l ay  o r  switch con- 
t a c t s  of gummy residue frompaint thinner  fumes: - 

( a )  Pa in t s  'containing mineral s p i r i t s  and 
thinned with mineral s p i r i t s  a r e  used 

i n  p lace  of those containing o r  t h i ~ e d  
with turpent ine.  

(b) I n  order t o  minimiee t he  amount of 
th inner  furoes re leased during a given 

p r o d  l a rge  sca le  appl icat ions of pa in t  
a r e  avoided wherever p rac t icab le .  It i s  
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suggested t h a t  but one pa in te r  be permit- 
ted t o  apply pa in t  i nve ry  small equipment 
rooms such a s  those i n  community d i a l  cf-  
f i c e s ;  f o r  switch rooms of moderate s i z e  
up t o  e igh t  bays, - two painters ;  and f o r  
l a rger  rooms, one addi t iona l  pa in te r  f o r  
each u n i t  of s i x  bays. The .application 1 
of pa in t  i s  usual ly  l imited t o  e igh t  hours 
i n  every twenty-four . These procedures 
would, of course, prolong the  over-al l  4 
pain t ing  operations but  should r e s u l t  i n  i 
a corresponding reduction i n  fume concen- 
t r a t i on .  1 

B 
( c )  Res t r ic t ing  pa in t ing  operations i n  

switching equipment rooins t o  warm ! 

.weather monthsusually s impl i f ies  t h e  ven- : 
t i l a t i n g  problem; also,  it i s  desirable  
t h a t  t h e  paint ing work be scheduled t o  be 
complete sho r t l y  p r i o r  t o  a rou t ine  pres- 
sure cleaning of  t he  equipment. Paint ing 

i 
operat ions a r e  avoided or  discontinued ; 
during periods of high h y i d i t y  or  pro- 1 
longed ra ins ,  or  under unusually dusty 
conditions. Considerablymorethan normal 
ven t i l a t i on  i s  required i n  switch rooms 
during the  pa in t ing  period; - 10 t o  15 a i r  
changes per hour a r e  recornended during 
end fo r  about t h r ee  hours subsequent t o  
each da i l y  pa in t ing  operation. The move- 
ment of such volumes of a i r  general ly  re- 
quires  induced ven t i l a t i on  by means of  
l a rge  c i r cu l a to r  fans  or  other  s imilar  
u n i t s  temporarily p l aced to  exhaust through 
open windows. I n  order  t h a t  a i r  drawn in- 
t o  t h e  room may be kept reasonably clean 
from a n  equipment standpoint,  the  open in-  
take windows may, i f  considered necessary. 
be f i t t e d w i t h  s ing le  thickness spun g lass  
or  s imilar  f i l t e r  un i t s .  It i s  desirable.  
of course, t h a t  intake windows be a s  re- ' 

mote a s  possiblefromexhaust windows; a l -  
so t ha t  any ex is t ing  ven t i l a t i ng  plant  
serving the  involved switch room be used 
t o  capacity, exclusive of rec i rcu la t ion ,  
t o  supplement t he  temporaryexhaustunits.  
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