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SWITCHING EQUIPMENT PROTECTION

1. GENERAL ‘

1.01 This section covers procedures intended
to prevent possible unfavorable equipment

reactions resulting from building painting op-

ergtion in switch rooms of central offices.

2. PROCEDURES -

2,01 It is assumed that the usual pracedures

for meintaining painted surfaces, as
covered in’ Section H51.117, of Bell System
Practices entitled "Washing Painted Walls™ will
be followed to obtain the maximm interval be-
tween painting operations.

2.02 Equipment, furniture and floors in the

vieinity of actual painting operations
are protected against peint spattering by com-
pletely covering with drop cloths of such lint-
free material es described in Specification
X3-8021 and treated so as to be flame-proof in
accordance with Section H4O.201 of Bell System
Practices. The cloths may be suspended from
the superstructure or cable racks keeping the
maximum possible separation betwsen the cloths
and the equipment. Cloths should not be at-
tached to or allowed to rest upon squipment on
the frames.

2.0%3 The following suggestions are intended

to prevent possible equipment reactions
caused by the dsposit on relay or switeh con-
tacts of gummy residune frompaint thinner fumes:-

{a) Paints tontaining mineral spirits and

thinned with mineral spirits are used
in place of those conteining or thinned
with turpentine.

(b) In order to minimize the amount of
thinner fumes released during a given
period, large scale applications of paint

suggested that but one peinter be permit-
ted to apply paint in very small equipment
rooms such as those in community dial of-
fices; for switch rooms of moderate size
up to eight bays, - two painters; and for
lerger rooms, one additional painter for
each unit of six bays.  The application
of paint is usually limited toeight hours
in every twenty-four. These procedures
would, - of course, prolong the over-all
painting operations but should result in
a corresponding reduction in fume concen-
tration. .

(c) Restricting painting operations in

switching equipment rooms to warm
weather monthe usually simplifies the ven-
tilating problem; also, it is desirable
that the painting work be scheduled to be
complete shortly prior to a reutine pres-
sure cleaning of the equipment. Painting
operations are avoided or discontinued

during periods of high humidity or pro-

longed rains, or under unusually dusty
conditions., Considerablymore than normal
ventilation is required in switch rooms
during the painting period; - 10 to 15 air
changes per hour are recommended during
and for about three hours subsequent to
each daily painting operation. The move-
ment of such volumes of air generally re-
quires induced ventilation by means of
large circulator fans or other similer
units temporarily placedto exhaust through
open windows. In order thatair drawn in-
to the room mey be kept remsonably clean
from an equipment standpoint, the open in-
take windows may, if considered necessary,
be fitted with single thickness spun glass
or similar filter units. It isdesirable,
of course, that intake windows be as re-
mote e&s possible from exhaust windows; al-
so that any existing ventilating plant
serving the involved switeh room be used
to capacity, exclusive of recirculatioen,

are avoided wherever practicable. It is to supplement the temporary exhaust units.
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