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MEANS OF EGRESS 

INSPECTION AND TESTING 

1. GENERAL frequent in terva ls  t o  ensure maintaining a ma*- 
imum degree of safety. The inspections and 

1.01 This section out l ines  suggest ionsforrou- t e s t s  a re  preferably made by assigned employees 
t i n e  inspections and, where appropriate, who are  special ly i n s t ruc t ed in these  procedures. 

t e s t s  of the various means of egress generally Any f au l ty  conditions disclosed by the routine 
common t o  telephone buildings, and is offered invest igat ions o r  t ha t  become evident a t  any 
a s  a reference in  s u ~ ~ l e m e n t i n a  the  inspectioll time should be corrected a t  once. 
services of Marsh & ~iLsnnan  i n  safe 
and e f f ec t ive  e x i t  f a c i l i t i e s .  2. HALLS AND PASSAGEWAYS 

1.02 The means ofegress covered include ha l l s ,  
corr idors ,  passageways, i n t e r io r  and ex- 

t e r i o r  s t a i r s ,  f i r e  towers, f i r e  escapes, hori- 
zontal  ex i t s ,  doorways and windows required t o  
furnish safe access to the s t r e e t  o ro the r  point 
of refuge in  the event of f i r e .  

1.03 This sect ion is reissued to: 

( a )  Indicate the codes upon which the recom- 
mendations herein are based and which 

contain ce r t a in  d e t a i l  regarding the subject 
f o r  referenceusewhich i s  not covered herein. 

(b)  Refer t o  Section H32.610, "Stairway Plan- 
ning and Construction" of Bell System 

Practices. 

(c )  Recommend the frequency of inspection of 
f i r e  escapes and outside stairways. 

(d)  Include changes i n  cer ta in  wording and 
rearrangement of t he  t e x t .  Arrows a r e  

used t o  indicate changes throughout the tex t .  

2.01 Halls, corr idors  and passageways, includ- 
ing exitways fromroomswhich lead through 

other rooms, should be kept f r e e  from obstruc- 
t ions .  Furniture, items of building o r  t e l e -  
phone equipment, etc . ,  should not be placed o r  
s tored within exitway space, nor should vehi- 
c l e s  be parked or  materials located where they * might in ter fere  wi thf ree  egress from the build- 
ing. The amount of scaffolding placedfor  main- 
tsnance operations i n  exitways should be kept 
t o  a minimum, located so a s  t o  cause l e a s t  ob- 
s t ruc t ion  and be removed a s  soon a s  possible. 

3. STAIRWAYS AND FIRE ESCAPES 

3.01 Sta i rs ,  landings andplatforms of i n t e r i o r  
and exter ior  stairways, f i r e  towers and 

f i r e  escapes should be maintained f r ee  from a l l  
obstructions. Balustrades, hand rai ls ,brackets  
and newels should be examined f o r  loose connec- 
t ions  and anchorages. E lec t r i c  l i g h t  o r  power + 
wires should not be placed above o r  within 
3 f e e t  of outside s t a i r s  o r  f i r e  escapes unless 
the wires are enclosed in  r i g i d  conduit. 

1 .OL For operation and maintenance applica- 3.02 Outside s t a i r s  and f i r e  escapes should be + 
t ion,  t h i s  sect ion is double numbered inspected a t  l e a s t  annually, and should 

with t h i s  i ssue  and the same issue number i s  be scraped and painted a s  often a s  necessary to 
assigned f o r  uniformity. maintain them i n  proper condition a t  a l l  times. 4 

A l l  anchorages, metal supports, brackets and 
1 . 0  Codes and Ordinances: The recommenda- other fastenings fo r  outside s t a i r s  o r  f i r e  es- 

t ions  contained i n  t h i s  section are  based capes should be examined f o r  looseness o r  ex- 
i n  general on the Building Exit Code of the cessive corrosion. 
National F i re  Protection Association and the 
Building Code recommended by the National Board 3.03 Where the lower f l i g h t  of f i r e  escape 
of Fire Underwiters. Where the following pro- s t a i r s  i s  counterbalanced, i t s  bearings 
cedures conf l i c t  with o r  a re  exceeded by corre- should be kept lubricated and the en t i r e  device 
sponding requirements of loca l  or  s t a t e  legis-  including i t s  latching arrangement tes ted  by 
la t ion ,  the leg is la ted  requirements should, of actual  operation. When lowering o r  ra i s ing  the 
course, apply. 4 counterbalanced sect ion it is desirable t ha t  

care be taken t o  avoid excessively jarr ing or  
1.06 It i s  desirable t h a t  routine inspections s tressing the s tructure.  No obstruction should 

of a l l  means of egress and t e s t s  of cer- be permitted a t  any time in  the space under a 
t a i n  ex i t  f a c i l i t i e s  be made a t  su f f i c i en t ly  counterbalanced sect ion.  
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+3.0h The landings, platforms, and the t reads 
of a l l  outside s t a i r s  and f i r e  escapes 

are  designed so t h a t  the accumulation of snow 
and i ce  thereon w i l l  be reduced t o  a minimum. 
The landings, platforms and the t reads of out- 
s ide  stairs and f i r e  escapes should be promptly 
cleaned of snow and ice. 

3.05 Section H32.610 of Bell  System Practices 
out l ines  desirable arrangements fo r  the 

number and layout of stairways and stairway 
enclosures i n  telephone buildings and general 

b f e a t u r e s  of construction. 

. DOORS AND WINDOWS 

h.O1 Doors and sash in  openings serving as  re -  
quired ex i t s  should be t e s t ed  f o r  proper 

operation and inspected f o r  sound physical con- 
di t ion.  Doors should swing eas i ly  and sash 
move f r ee ly  without undue e f f o r t  on the par t  of 
the operator. Where necessary, locks, latches, 
hinges and closing devices should be adjusted 
t o  operate smoothly and effect ively.  

h.02 Revolving doors i n  required e x i t s  should 
be t e s t ed  by pressure f o r  release of the 

wings from each other so tha t  each w i l l  swing 
,+independently. Were used, revolving doors 

should not cons t i tu te  more than 50% of the re- 
4 q u i r e d  door width. 

h.03 Automatic f i r e  doors a re  usually t e s t ed  
f o r  operation by temporarily removing the 

fus ib l e  link. 

h.04 It is important t ha t  pract ices of block- 
ing open self-closing doors with wedges, 

o r  of tying them open, be discouraged. These 
doors while closed prevent the passage of smoke 
through the opening which might otherwise render 

+ the  adjoining area  of refuge untenable. It is 
recognized tha t  there may be ce r t a in  cases i n  
which the volume of personnel movement and the 
urgency of need f o r  addit ional  vent i la t ion  may 
possibly outweigh thematter  of smoke protect ion 
involved to the extent  tha t  management may wish 
t o  grant specif ic  approval permitting the doors 
i n  such cases t o  be held open. I n  th i seven t  it 
i s  recommended t h a t  such doors be equipped with 
and held open by an automatic door closer  having 
aholdopen device theautomatic release of which 

b i s  control led by a fus ib le  l ink.  

5. EXIT LIGHTS AND SIWS 

5.01 Exit  signs and regular and emergency 
l ight ing  f o r  the several  means of egress 

should be kept clean and the cont ro l  switches 
checked f o r  proper operation. Burned out lamp 
bulbs shouldbereplaced promptly with new lamps 
of proper wattage. 
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