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1. GENERAL 

1.01 This section covers the standard methods 
of procedure in the aelection, care and 

use of tools and working appliances employed by 
drivers in the transportation, distribution and 
handling ot materials and supplies, 

1.02 In view ot the evident responsibility en-
tailed 1:n handling telephone equlpment, 

it is important that every emplo7ee engaged in 
this class ot wc,rk become thoroughly familiar 
with the use and maintenance of tools ot proper 
design. 

2. SAFETY PRECAUTIONS 

2.01 Tools shall be inspected frequently. 
When they are found to be detective or 

in a weakened condition, they shall be replaced. 
by tools that ar·e in good working order • 
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1,08 '1'0011 and appl1anot1 WhS.ob u1 ·11114 1D 

b1nd1ng tleXS.blt OZ' 1la1tS.o low, OZ' uo 
uud to bold OZ' J\HplDd apprtoS.&'bll ■tl'&:I.DI OZ' 
weight, lhall bl iup1ot,~ with the utilllo■ t OUI 
bttOZ'I u11ng 1D OZ'dll' to pz,1v1nt &DJ 1D3'1U"'J' 00• 
oUl'ztiq to 11t1 or prop1rt7. 

a, STm. WB 

~.01 Stoel bu■, ooaonl.7 ola111t11d •• plnob 
bu, or OZ'OW bu,, UI 1mplo7ed tHqu1ntl7 

in 1h1tt1ng and movlng h--, box11 orate, aD4 
other ob3eot, when S.t 11 not praot!oabl1 to appl7 
meollanioal power. 

~.oe 'l'he uae ot bt.H that art bent ol' have d.e-
toctivt poS.nt1 11 utremelr ha1aztdou1, 

When prying leveras• or pr111ure I applied, th1 
bar may slip or twiat vS.ol1ntl7 trom tht hand.I 
out or control. 'l'he impoi-tant point,, theretore, 
to conaider in the ■ tleotion ot thia '7P' of 
tool are: 

(a) 'l'hat the bar 1■ 1traight througnout the 
entire lengthJ 

(b) That the pointed and pl71,rlg end.a ue 
unbroken. 

4. CHAINS 

4.01 For general purposes, a chain ot 5/8-
inch stock, 20 teet in length, 1a uaed, 

On one end is a hook and on the other end a 
ring ot su.!'ficient diameter to permit the pass­
ing of a hook through its center, In some oases, 
hooks are provided on eaoh end of the chain. 

4,02 Before placing in service, chains shall 
be inspected to determine that there are 

no weak or broken links. •• 

4,03 Repair links are provided tor the replace-
ment ot broken lillk1. However, they are 

intended to be used with discretion, in that re­
pairs to a single length ot chain shall not be 
so extensive as to torm an appreciable.section 
ot the length. -
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5. CHAIN BINDERS 

5.01 The chain binder is a steel tool con-
structed so that, when in the loose or 

uni'astened position, it will spread, allowing 
the hooks on each end to be fastened to the un­
tied ends of a chain surrounding a load to be 
bound, and, when tightened or closed, will pro­
vide cantilever or eccentric action which takes 
up the slack chain and binds the load securely. 

s.02 The binder is used most commonly in con-
nection with hauling poles, in binding a 

load directly to the pole trailer, and in binding 
poles together securely. It is also employed 
when chains are used in binding heavy items of 
material securely to truck beds, such as reels 
of cable, loading coils and other items of great 
bulk and weight subject to rolling or slipping, 
whose construction will permit of chain binding 
without injury. 

5.03 As chain binding is used primarily to pro-
vide greater stress and security of bind­

ing than can be obtained with ropes, extreme care 
should be exercised to select tools of this tnie 
th.6.t are in good condition. The specific points 
to consider in selecting this tool are: 

{a) That the hooks and the swivels by which 
the hooks are attached to the main body 

are 1n regular order; 

{b) That the yokes or forked portions are 
not spread and that the pins which are 

inserted in the sides of the yokes are strong 
and not bent; 

(c) That the handle is straight. 

6. SBATCH BLOCKS 

6.01 This type of tool is used commonly to pro-
vide a rolling surface for hemp and steel 

ropes in hoisting and lowering operations and 
otherwise to provide indirect angles in applying 
pulling power. 
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6.02 Snatch blocks are constructed 1n various 
sizes and degrees ot strength to accOIIIIIIIO­

date the work tor whidl tbe7 are intended to be 
used. The design is generally standard 1n all 
a1.zes. However, 1;be -selection ot the proper size 
ot block 1n relat:Lon to the weight to be handled 
1• important. In addition, the block betore be­
lllg used shall be inspected to ascertain: 

{a) That the condition ot the hook and its 
attachment to the body ot the block 18 

good; 

{b) That the shoulders ot the sheave are 
intact; 

{c) That the center bolt through the sheave 
wheel is not worn or loose; 

{d) That the cotter pin or other device tor 
holding the pin in position is in regular 

order; 

{e) That the locking clevis and hook which 
holds tho block 1n closed position la 

unbroken and secure. 

"I• BOLTS CUTTERS 

7.01 The bolt cutter is intended tor use in 
cutting th(, aott iron wire emplo7ed in 

binding poles in lqer torm. when loading and 1n 
tie-binding poles loaded on flat cars. It la 
procurable in various sizes. Size Bo. 5, however, 
has been selected aa being the moat adaptable tor 
general use bT the track transportation forces. 

I 

7.02 Judgment must be exercised in 11llliting the 
use ot this tool within the scope intended 

bT the mauufactur(,r. Excess leverage applied or 
attempting to cut steel or other extremel7 hard 
substances will rc,sult 1n springing the handles 
out of shape and ruining the cutting jaws . 
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7.03 As much weight is often sudden1y released 
when cutting iron wire bindings, it 1e 1m-­

portant that cuttors of good construction and in 
satisfactory working order be used to insure good 
action and a cl&ai1 cut, thereby avoiding accident 
possibilities. 

8. CANT HOOKS AND PEAVIF.S 

8.01 The cant hC>ok is used for the rolling and 
turning oporat1ons in pole handling. At 

the bottcm end of the wooden hondle is fastened 
a metal cleat or 1,oe, and a-::>out 8 1nche~ above 
this ia fastened a metal collar with an opening 
on one side to allow the attachment of a hook. 

8.02 The ptiavy 1.s used more generally in the 
prying and sorting of poles and wh~n the 

use of the turning handle or cant hook is imprac­
ticable. Into the bottom end or the peavy handle 
is inserted a shaI•p metal spike, and above this 
(at a greater distance from the end than on the 
cant hook) is attnched the same collar and hook 
arrangement as on the cant hook. 

8.03 Sa.t'ety inspection, when selecting these 
tools, shall include the following points: 

(a) The woodEtn handle shall be solid and UD•· 
broken, vmooth and free from splinters. 

(b) The metal portions shall be·sol1d and 
secure 1n their attachment to the handle 

(c) The bolt with which the metal hook is 
attached to the collar or• bracket shall 

be tight and not worn. 

(d) The grab points of the hook and the 
spike shELll be sharp. 

9. WIRE ROPE HOOKS 

9.01 The wire rc1pe hook, a metal hook of stand-
ard design and commonly referred to as the 

A.T.& T. hook, is used in connection with wire 
rope or sand line in operations which involve the 
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use or pole derricks, some hoisting apparatus, 
and where motive power 1a supplied through winch 
equipment. Bo clevises, bolts, or pins are used 
in attaching this hook to the line. In the end 
or the line is spliced a loop and through this 
loop the shouldered end or the hook is placed. 
When power is applied to the line, the spliced 
loop is contracted about the neck and shoulder or 
the hook to hold it 1n place. 

9.02 Precautions to be obaerved in the use or 
the hook are as follows: 

(a) '?he loop tbat is spliced 1n the end or 
the line shall not exceed six inches 1n 

length. 

(b) Before pulling or lifting power is 
applied, it shall be deterlllined tbat 

the hook is properly engaged and not subject 
to slipping. 


