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1996-1998 Acura TL Front Door Panel
Replacement

This guide will teach readers how to install or remove the front door panel of their Acura TL.
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INTRODUCTION

Follow this guide to remove the entire interior front door panel of your Acura TL. This allows you to
access the wiring for the lock controls, window controls, as well as the front door speaker.

TOOLS:

Flathead Screwdriver (1)
Phillips #2 Screwdriver (1)
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Step 1 — Front Door Panel

e Roll the window down all the way
and open the door as far as it can

go.

e Locate the screw cap in the bottom
of the armrest cavity.

e Remove the cap by finger or pry it
off with a flathead screwdriver if
necessary to reveal the screws
beneath.

Step 2

e Locate the screw cap inside of the
door opening cavity.

e Remove the cap by finger or pry it
off if necessary to reveal the screws
beneath.
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Step 3

@ Unscrew both of the screws that are
now uncovered.

@ One of the screws is in the armrest
cavity, the other is in the back of the
door handle's cavity.

Step 4

e Witth the screw gone, slide the entire
wooden armrest unit to the right
(away from the car).

e Once the armrest can not go any
further lift straight up out of its spot.

e Before lifting too far reach under and
remove the wiring from the wire
harness by pinching down on the
white tab and pulling straight back.

e [he window control is now removed
and you can set the wooden door
panel unit aside.
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Step 5

e Similarly wiggle the door handle
frame to its right to remove.

@ You must move the handle out of
the way as if opening the door to get
the frame around it and out of the
door.

@ Just like last time reach behind,
pinch the tab and pull straight back
to remove the circuitry for the door
lock.

@ Once the entire frame is removed
from the door and the circuitry, place
it to the side with the armrest part.

Step 6

e Pry the inside door frame off of the
actual metal exterior door.

e Use a flathead screw driver for
leverage to pop all of the plugs off.
Do not be afraid to use force as they
are just snaps that will not break and
will go back into place perfectly.

e The locations of the plugs have
been circled for your convenience.
Although applying leverage at all
points around the sides and bottom

it will pop them off just as easily and

safely.
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Step 7

e Lift the door panel straight up and
off. The metal strip on the top of the
door panel will come with the panel
as you remove it from the door.

e It should slide off quite easily if all
the plugs are unsnapped. Do not pull
past the tension of the circuitry, as
the wires are still plugged into the
harness.

Step 8

e Unplug the harness to the interior
door light in the bottom right corner
(farthest from the car)

e Simply push down on the grey tab
and pull straight out.
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e Remove the interior door panel
completely, exposing the inside of
the door and the front speaker.

To reassemble your device, follow these instructions in reverse order.
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