
1997-2003 BMW 5 Series Bluetooth Hands-Free
Telephone system Replacement

How to install the BMW Bluetooth telephone system in the BMW E39 5 Series. This guide covers
BMWs that are equipped with an older telephone system, are prewired for telephone, or do not

have telephone prewiring. All Model years are covered and all model
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INTRODUCTION

Installation Guide for the BMW Bluetooth Hands-Free Telephone system in the 1997-2003 BMW E39
5 Series

[video: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ocMp2uzm4l0]

TOOLS:
Phillips #0 Screwdriver (1)
10mm Wrench (1)
3/8" Drive Ratchet (1)
10mm Socket (1)

PARTS:
BMW Bluetooth Kit  (1)
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Step 1 — Bluetooth Hands-Free Telephone system

 

The first step in any BMW upgrade is to determine some baseline details. While any BMW E39 can
be retrofitted to include the BMW Bluetooth Hands-Free and voice control system. These details
will enable you to avoid any troublesome mistakes



1) Build Date of BMW. You can locate the VIN number of your car and look it up with an online VIN
decoder, or locate the build date stamp code found on some VIN number placards. (Top right of
photo)


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Step 2

 

2) Is BMW prewired for telephone. All North American BMW E39s are prewired for telephone, but
some Euro and other Region BMW E39s may not be prewired for telephone. A quick check option
is to look at the panel where the overhead lights and located and determine if you have the
microphone trim piece.



Photo 1 No Microphone trim piece. - Car most likely NOT prewired for telephone

Photo 2 Prewired for telephone. Photo shows Panel removed with arrow pointing towards back
side of microphone trim piece


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Step 3

The specific parts required for your
installation will depend on the build
date and prewiring options
determined.



It is recommended to get specialized
advise on what parts will be
required. BMW dealers are not the
best source of information and we
suggest doing a Google search for
"E39 Bluetooth Kit" or visiting
websites such as
www.bimmernav.com for the best
advice



Bluetooth Kit contents can vary, but
all use the BMW ULF module. The
ULF module is the BMW Bluetooth
Hands-Free and Voice Control
module. - Get the latest version
module available in order to support
the newest types of bluetooth
phones.


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Step 4

  

Starting in the back of the car, connect the bluetooth module. The module will connect directly to
the wiring in the car depending on the telephone configuration of your model year and telephone
wiring



Newer BMW E39s, starting with March 2002 Production cars will have the 54 pin telephone wiring
plug that connects directly to the Bluetooth module



Older BMWs will have different wiring connectors if prewired for telephone, or a telephone wiring
connector if not prewired for telephone


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Step 5

 

All North American BMW E39s 5 series ARE prewired for telephone, while some Euro or Rest of
World BMWs may not be prewired for telephone.



If your E39 is not prewired for telephone, the E39 wil simply need a special wiring cable harness
that connects to the telephone power connector in the back of the car.



These custom wiring cable harnesses can be found from online retailers. A web search for "bmw
e39 bmw bluetooth custom made" for options on obtaining the proper wiring harness for your car


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Step 6

 

Mount the Bluetooth module in your BMW - with a new BMW bracket or if your BMW E39 is a 2003
model and prewired for telephone in the bracket that is already mounted in your car



Connect the Bluetooth antenna to the Bluetooth ULF control module and mount the Bluetooth
antenna in the location based on the simple instructions in your Bluetooth Installation Kit



Step 7

If your BMW was not equipped with
a factory installed telephone system
you will need to install a BMW
microphone to use with your BMW
Bluetooth system



To install the microphone simply
remove the overhead console trim
panel and connect the BMW
microphone to the connector in the
car and attach to the inside of the
trim panel at the microphone
mounting location


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Step 8

If your BMW is prewired for
telephone you will need to connect
the BMW Bluetooth eject box that is
used for pairing your telephone and
for charging your telephone with
optional BMW snap in adapter
phone charging cradels



To remove the blank tray arm rest
insert and replace with the Eject Box
simple remove the storage
compartment below the vents that
vent the rear passengers



Slide the Vent down slightly to
reveal two phillips head screws


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Step 9

  

Remove the arm rest piece gently sliding the arm rest forward. Disconnect the blank tray and
replace with the BMW Eject Box that includes the telephone pairing button



If you BMW was built after March 2002 production the bluetooth antenna will mount under this arm
rest in the location shown



Snap the new Eject box in place and connect to the factory wiring connectors under the arm rest at
the top of the plastic panel. If your BMW was a 2002 or earlier build date the connectors are
located under the plastic trim panel at the bottom of the compartment.


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Step 10

 

Once complete, press and hold the face button (pairing button) on the eject box while turning on
the ignition. After 3-5 seconds of turning on the ignition let go of the button to initiate the telephone
pairing process



From your mobile phone search for Bluetooth devices and select BMW ULF. Use the unique
Bluetooth passkey located on the side of the bluetooth module to pair your phone



Once complete the system will disconnect from your phone to allow you to connect upto 4 phones
at a time with your system. The last phone paired has highest priority


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Step 11

 

Once your telephone is paired, you can turn off the ignition to save your settings and the next time
you turn on the car you will be able to use the Hands-Free System from the Steering wheel
controls, Radio or Navigation Display



Pressing and holding the FACE buttons in the car activates voice control while pressing the FACE
or PHONE buttons briefly can send or end calls. The Steering wheel controls can also be used to
view phonebooks and other telephone settings


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To reassemble your device, follow these instructions in reverse order.

Step 12

 

BMW's Bluetooth system also works properly with cars equipped with Radio/Cassette Players and
Radio/CD players.



1997-2003 BMW 5 Series Bluetooth Hands-Free Telephone system Replacement Draft: 2017-07-06Guide ID: 7589 -

This document was generated on 2019-09-17 08:48:41 PM (MST).

© iFixit — CC BY-NC-SA www.iFixit.com Page 14 of 14


	1997-2003 BMW 5 Series Bluetooth Hands-Free Telephone system Replacement
	Written By: Martin Bishop
	INTRODUCTION

	TOOLS:
	PARTS:
	Step 1 — Bluetooth Hands-Free Telephone system
	Step 2
	Step 3
	Step 4
	Step 5
	Step 6
	Step 7
	Step 8
	Step 9
	Step 10
	Step 11
	Step 12


