
1997-2004 Dodge Dakota Front Shocks (2WD,
4.7 L V8) Replacement

Replace the front shocks on your 2WD V8 '97 to '04 Dodge Dakota.
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INTRODUCTION

Shocks are dampening units that help your vehicle stop oscillating up and down. Without them, your
vehicle would bounce excessively, handle poorly and even your braking distance could be adversely
affected. Potential signs of worn or damaged shocks are the suspension feeling excessively stiff or
soft, creaking noises coming from the shock area, or fluid on or around the shock body. Use this
guide to replace the front shocks in your 2WD V8 '97-'04 Dodge Dakota if you believe your current
shocks are failing.

Note: Always replace the shocks in pairs to prevent potentially unsafe handling characteristics.

TOOLS:
Ratcheting Socket Wrench (1)

Can be substitued with a 10 mm box end wrench.
14 mm Box End Wrench (1)

Can be substituted with a 14 mm deep socket
wrench.

10mm Socket (1)

PARTS:
Shock (2)

Front
Consult your local autoparts store for the
proper part.

Shock Grommet (4)
Front
Necessary only if it is not included with the
new shocks.

Shock Retainer (4)
Front
Necessary only if it is not included with the
new shocks.
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Step 1 — Front Shocks (2WD, 4.7 L V8)

  

Park the truck on a flat surface with the wheels turned so you can access the shocks easier.

Locate the shock's top nut.

Step 2

 

Place a jack under the front cross brace and raise the truck until the tire on the side you are
working on is off the ground.



Place a jack stand under the frame rail behind the tire of the side you are working on.

Gently lower the truck onto the jack stand.

Never work underneath a car that is only supported by a jack. The jack may slip or fail, resulting
in serious injury or death.


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Step 3

  

Use a 14 mm box end wrench or deep socket wrench to turn the top strut nut counterclockwise
until it is loose.



A regular 14 mm socket wrench will not be able to reach the nut because of the threaded strut
rod.



Finish removing the nut by hand.

Remove the rubber grommet and metal retainer.
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Step 4

  

Locate the two 10 mm hex bolts securing the bottom of the shock to the lower control arm. They
are on the underside of the lower control arm.



Remove the two bolts by using a box end wrench or socket wrench to turn them counterclockwise.

Hold the shock up against the lower control arm to take pressure off the bolts and make removal
easier.



Lower the shock out of the lower control arm.

Step 5

  

Install a retainer and grommet onto the new strut if there isn't one already installed.

Orient the retainer so that the cupped side faces away from the shock body. Orient the grommet
so that the side with a protrusion points away from the strut body.



Insert the strut up through the lower control arm.

Ensure that the threaded end of the strut goes through the hole in the upper control arm.
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Step 6

Re-insert the two 10 mm bolts and
tighten them until they are snug by
turning them clockwise with a box
end wrench or socket wrench.



If the bolts cannot reach their
holes because the strut mounts
are not close enough to the lower
control arm, ensure that the strut
is through the hole mentioned in
the previous step. If it is, you will
need to push the strut up and
hold it until you can partially
thread the bolts.



The factory torque specification
for these bolts is 21 ft-lbf or 28N-
m.



Thread the bolts in even,
alternating increments to reduce
stress on the components.


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Step 7

  

Place the new grommet and retainer over the threaded end of the new shock. Be sure that the
grommet and retainer are flush against the upper control arm.



Orient the grommet so that the small protrusion is against the upper control arm. Orient the
retainer so that the cupped side faces the upper control arm.



Place the nut onto the threaded end of the new shock and turn it clockwise with a 14 mm box end
wrench or deep socket wrench until it is snug.



Factory specified tightening torque for the top nut is 19 ft-lbf or 26 N-m.

Step 8

  

Lift the truck up with the jack, and then remove the jack stand.

Slowly lower the truck and remove the jack.

Repeat this guide to replace the strut on the opposite side.
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