
Dell Inspiron 15-5547 Trackpad Replacement
How to replace the trackpad for the Dell Inspiron 15-5547.

Written By: Nicholas Nafziger
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INTRODUCTION

This guide is to help you replace the trackpad for a Dell Inspiron 15-5547. The trackpad is one of the
parts of a laptop that is most prone to damage. It can get jammed if it is pressed violently, it can get
damaged from drinks spilling on it and it can also start malfunctioning after a few years of use.
Replacing the trackpad on your Dell can become very useful as it helps solve these problems. This
guide can be difficult for users who are unfamiliar with working with computers. As long as you stay
organized and follow the steps correctly, replacing your trackpad should not be a problem.

TOOLS:
Spudger (1)
Phillips #0 Screwdriver (1)
iFixit Opening Tools (1)
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Step 1 — Battery

  

Flip the laptop on it's top and lay to a rest position.

Using the Phillips J0 screwdriver, remove the two indicated screws.

Step 2

Use the spudger to carefully remove
the back cover to get into the
internals. Stick the spudger into the
slot indicated in the photo by the
marker.



Pry up from the slot, then pry up
around the sides of the panel. The
panel can then be removed by lifting
the side with the slot and puling in
that direction.


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Step 3

Use a Phillips J0 screwdriver in
order to remove the screws
indicated by the markers in the
picture. It will be a total of 5 screws.
Careful not to puncture the battery.



Carefully remove the battery by
puling on the black tab.



Step 4 — Fan

 

Start by removing the white ribbon cable. Lift up the black tab indicated by the red marker to
disconnect the ribbon cable from the connector. Be careful while removing the ribbon cable, as it
will possibly be taped to the fan.


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Step 5

After you have removed the ribbon
cable, locate the screws indicated in
the photo by the red markers (2 in
total) and remove them with a
Phillips J0 screwdriver.


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Step 6

Remove the fan cable, indicated by
the red marker in the picture, by
pulling it out from the connector. Be
careful to pull it out by the plastic
end instead of by the cable.


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Step 7

Once you have disconnected the fan
from the motherboard, you may now
remove the fan from the slot. Your
laptop should now look similar to the
picture in this step.



Step 8 — Trackpad

  

Disconnect the plug indicated in the picture so as to not damage it.

Gently remove the cable from the groove holding it in place to completely free the cable.

Gently use force until it is unplugged, do not use excess force as it will damage the cable.
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Step 9

 

Use a spudger or plastic opening tool to lift up the keyboard using the notches indicated.

Carefully lift the keyboard but do not lift it up all the way, as there are cables you need to unplug
before you completely separate the keyboard from the body.



Detach the cables connecting the keyboard to the motherboard before removing the keyboard
from the device.


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Step 10

 

Remove ten screws using a Phillips #0 screwdriver.

Step 11

  

Using the Phillips #0 screwdriver, remove sixteen screws from the case.

Using the iFixit Opening Tool, pry open the edges of the panel and remove.
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Step 12

  

Lift up the black tab indicated in the picture using a spudger.

Detach the trackpad cable from the device.

Step 13

 

Pull back the metallic tape to expose the trackpad.

Be sure not to apply excess force as it might tear the tape.
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To reassemble your device, follow these instructions in reverse order.

Step 14

  

Using a Phillips #0 screwdriver, remove the three screws.

Lift up the trackpad and remove it from the device.

Make sure to pull the trackpad by sliding it vertically as shown in the second picture. Do not pull it
straight up as there is a notch that needs to be avoided.


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