
Drop-Front Desk Panel Repair
This guide will provide illustrated procedures on repairing the drop-front panel of a desk.
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INTRODUCTION

Drop-front desks, also known as slant-front desks, have a drop-front hinged panel. Users can open
the panel by lowering it down to use as a writing surface. However, the connection between the main
desk and the drop-front panel can experience damaged. The force of slamming down the drop-front
panel repetitively to access the main cubby inside the desk can loosen screws, destabilize hinges
and eventually lead to detachment.

If the drop-front is damaged, the desk's function is lost. For example, the drop-front desk will not
provide a flat yet accessible platform to write on. Also, the drop-front will not raise back up towards
the desk to make more room.

Reading this guide informs an audience how to repair a broken drop-front panel to restore the
completeness and functionality of the panel and the overall desk. This repair requires lifting the panel
and having another person assist in certain parts of the repair.

TOOLS:
Phillips #2 Screwdriver (1)
Wood screw (stainless steel) length about

0.5in (1.5cm) (32)
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Step 1 — Drop-Front Desk Panel

  

Place the drop front panel on a firm and flat surface.

A firm surface minimizes the risk of the panel injuring one’s body or experiencing further damages.

Step 2

  

Position the rectangular plate over the Phillips #5 wood screw holes (15mm) on the left width.

There are six Phillips #5 wooden screw holes in total (15mm). Four wooden screw holes
(15mm) are on the left width of the panel and two other screw holes are on the width's side.



Repeat this step with the right width of the panel.

The rectangular plates that will later be fastened to the left and right width are connected to chains.
The chains connect to another hinge piece that will later be connected to the main desk frame.


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Step 3

  

Use the Phillips #2 screwdriver to turn the six Phillips #5 wood screws (15 mm) and secure the
rectangular plates to the left width of the panel.



Repeat this step with the right width of the panel.

Turn the screwdriver to the right to tighten the screws. Turn the screwdriver to the left to loosen the
screws.



Step 4

  

Position the hemispherical plates over the left hemispherical hole on the length of the panel.

Repeat this step with the right length of the panel.

A hemisphere is the half of a circle.

Use the Phillips #2 screwdriver to turn the three #5 wood screws (15mm) and tighten the
hemispherical plates along the length of the drop-front panel.


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Step 5

  

Prevent dropping the drop-front panel by carrying the panel with each hand grasping both sides of
the panel's width.



Carry the panel from the flat surface to the main desk frame.

Step 6

  

Connect the panel to the bottom edge of the main desk frame.
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Step 7

 

Position the panel's hemispherical plates over the hemispherical holes on the left and right side of
the main desk frame.



Step 8

  

Have one person hold the drop-front panel in place and another person screw the hinges in place.

Use the Phillips #2 screwdriver to turn the three Phillips #5 wood screws (15mm) and tighten the
hemispherical hinges on the main desk frame.


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Step 9

  

Position the second half of the rectangular plate over the four wood screw holes (15mm) on the left
side of the inner desk frame.



Repeat this step with the right side of the inner desk frame.

Use the Phillips #2 screwdriver to screw the four #5 wood screws (15mm) and tighten the
rectangular plate.



Repeat this step with the right side of the inner desk frame.

Step 10

  

Test the connection between the main desk frame and the drop-front panel by raising the panel
towards the inner desk frame and away from it.



If the connection is unsteady or makes noise as you raise and lower the panel, tighten all the
screws on the panel and the main desk frame.


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To disassemble your device, follow these instructions in reverse order.

Drop-Front Desk Panel Repair Draft: 2019-05-09Guide ID: 120138 -

This document was generated on 2019-09-22 06:14:08 PM (MST).

© iFixit — CC BY-NC-SA www.iFixit.com Page 8 of 8


	Drop-Front Desk Panel Repair
	Written By: Kiarra
	INTRODUCTION

	TOOLS:
	Step 1 — Drop-Front Desk Panel
	Step 2
	Step 3
	Step 4
	Step 5
	Step 6
	Step 7
	Step 8
	Step 9
	Step 10


