
Fast Fix Light Switch Replacement
This guide will show you how to replace a faulty light switch. The same replacement techniques

can be used if a light switch is being upgraded as well.
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TOOLS:
Phillips Screwdriver (1)
Flathead Screwdriver (1)
Voltage Detector (1)

This tool is optional

PARTS:
Light Switch (1)
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file:///Store/Tools/Phillips-2-Screwdriver/IF145-032?o=1
file:///Store/Tools/6-in-1-Screwdriver/IF145-067?o=1
https://www.amazon.com/Klein-Tools-NCVT-2-Standard-Protection/dp/B004FXJOQO/ref=sr_1_3?keywords=voltage+detector&qid=1565221144&s=gateway&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.com/Leviton-S02-1451-2WS-Quiet-Single-Switch/dp/B00004YUNZ/ref=sr_1_9?crid=3TGEK0GMFG4QG&keywords=light+switch&qid=1550365007&s=gateway&sprefix=light+swit%252Caps%252C218&sr=8-9


Step 1 — Light Switch

 

Locate the breaker box in your house. This is typically either in the garage or the basement.

Open the breaker box.

Turn off the breaker that corresponds to the circuit of the switch that is to be replaced.
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Step 2

  

Remove the face-plate from the light switch by unscrewing the two 7.9mm oval head slotted
screws with the 3/16" slotted screwdriver until the plate comes away freely.



Optional: Touch the voltage detector to the screws holding the wires to the sides of the light switch
to test for voltage.



Flip light switch on and off to ensure no electricity is flowing through the switch.

Even though power is not flowing, be careful touching bare wire and test accordingly with the
voltage detector.


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Step 3

 

Remove the light switch from the housing by unscrewing the 25.4mm flat head Phillips screws at
the top and bottom of the switch, using a Phillips #1 screwdriver.



Gently pull the light switch out of the housing.

Step 4

  

Pull the old switch out from the box far enough that its connections can be clearly seen.

Confirm that the new switch has all the same contacts (screws) as the old switch, with matching
colors.


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Step 5

 

Take note of the existing wiring since the new switch will need to be wired in exactly the same
configuration.



There are different ways of wiring switches and your wires may differ from those depicted in
number and color. However, if your new switch matches your old switch, simply reconnecting the
wires as they were connected to the old switch will ensure proper function.



Unscrew the screws on both sides of the the light switch until the wires may be unhooked. If
necessary, these screws may be fully removed to prevent the straightening of the wire loops.


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To reassemble your device, follow these instructions in reverse order.

Step 6

 

Unhook the wires from the screws.

These wires will be stiff, do not unbend and straighten out the wires.

Begin connecting the wires to the new switch according to the wiring configuration of the original
switch.



Push the switch into the housing and begin reassembling.
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