
Harley-Davidson Sportster Evolution Spark
Plugs Replacement

Removing and installing the front and rear spark plugs.

Written By: Eric Essen
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INTRODUCTION

This guide will show how to remove the old spark plugs, check the new spark plugs for installation,
prepare the spark plugs for installation, and reinstall the new spark plugs.

TOOLS:
Spark Plug Gap Gauge (1)
Spark Plug Socket (1)
Torque Wrench (1)

PARTS:
NGK DCPR7E Spark Plug (2)
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http://www.amazon.com/Lisle-67870-Spark-Plug-Gauge/dp/B0002STS2Q/ref=sr_1_5?s=automotive&ie=UTF8&qid=1356975161&sr=1-5&keywords=spark+plug+gap+gauge
https://www.amazon.com/GearWrench-80546-8-Inch-6-Inch-Swivel/dp/B0014ZVSVK/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1480629388&sr=8-1&keywords=5%252F8+spark+plug+socket
https://www.amazon.com/TEKTON-24335-2-Inch-ft-lb-13-6-203-5/dp/B00C5ZL0RU/ref=sr_1_4?s=power-hand-tools&ie=UTF8&qid=1487800135&sr=1-4&keywords=torque+wrench
http://www.amazon.com/NGK-DCPR7E-Standard-Spark-Plug/dp/B000COPG7G


Step 1 — Spark Plugs

The spark plugs are easy to spot on
the left side of the motorcycle.



The procedure for removing the
spark plugs is the same for both the
front and back cylinder, and either
spark plug can be replaced first.
This guide will show how to remove
and install the spark plug in the rear
cylinder.



Step 2 — Removing the old spark plug

 

Carefully remove the spark plug wire. Do not pull on just the wire, squeeze the spark plug boot,
and pull it together with the wire.


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Step 3

 

Use an 11/16" spark plug socket to unscrew the spark plug by turning in a counter-clockwise
direction.



Some aftermarket spark plugs that fit the Sportster use a slightly larger 18mm spark plug
socket.



Remove the spark plug from the cylinder.

Step 4 — Checking the new spark plug

  

Always inspect your new spark plugs before installing. Check the gap on your replacement spark
plugs with a feeler gauge. It should be set to .040 inches (1.016mm).



If they are not pre-installed, make sure that the crush washer and terminal nut are installed.
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Step 5 — Installing the new Spark Plug

 

Using your fingers, install the new spark plug into the socket, and hand tighten until firm.

Using a torque wrench, tighten the spark plug to the proper specification.

When installing spark plugs, proper torque can be important. To loose and they could rattle out
or leak; too tight and you can strip your cylinder head. The correct torque for this plug is
between 90 and 120 inch lbs.


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Be sure to repeat the above procedure for the remaining cylinder.

Step 6

Reinstall your spark plug wire by
pushing it firmly onto the new plug.



Make sure that it seats properly.
You can usually feel a definitive click
when it is installed correctly.


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