
How to Change a Stretched Canvas
Swapping a stretched canvas from the frame.
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INTRODUCTION

If you want to reuse your canvas frame and save your original work, this guide will show you how to
remove and replace your stretched canvas.

TOOLS:
Pick Tool (1)
Slip Joint Pliers (1)
Fabric Scissors (1)
Canvas Pliers (1)
Staple Gun (1)

PARTS:
Duck Canvas Fabric (1)
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https://www.amazon.com/TEKTON-6943-Precision-Pick-4-Piece/dp/B000NPPBQK/ref=sr_1_3?ie=UTF8&qid=1488057780&sr=8-3&keywords=pick+tool
https://www.homedepot.com/p/Husky-8-in-Self-Adjusting-Slip-Joint-Pliers-48020/203288181
http://www.amazon.com/Gingher-8-Inch-Knife-Dressmakers-Shears/dp/B000UU6SR4/
https://express.google.com/u/0/product/12687969654533829407_10428481790163461477_10046?utm_source=google_shopping&utm_medium=tu_cu&utm_content=eid-lsjeuxoeqt&gtim=CL_C1Jqe1ZGY0AEQ-7-6tLnGpuujARiw6L0IIgNVU0QooPaB5AUwvk4&utm_campaign=10046&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI5-bi6J7R4AIVTVcNCh3WVgZAEAQYBCABEgJhd_D_BwE
http://www.amazon.com/Stanley-TR250-SharpShooter-Heavy-Duty-Staple/dp/B000BR2ERO/ref=sr_1_1?s=power-hand-tools&ie=UTF8&qid=1446666643&sr=1-1&keywords=staple+gun
https://www.joann.com/jo-ann-stores-duck-canvas-fabric/2136349.html?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&source=TIS-S&WT.srch=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMImof_9J_R4AIVBK_ICh2x5wqLEAQYAiABEgK1B_D_BwE


Step 1 — How to Change a Stretched Canvas

 

Place the canvas upside down on a flat surface.
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Step 2

 

Place the picker tool under the staple

Begin to lift the staple off of the frame by moving the picker tool down towards the table.

Lift the staple halfway up (Do not completely remove yet).

Don't place your hands directly in front of pointy end of the picker tool.
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Step 3

 

Once the staple is halfway lifted, use the pliers to completely lift the staple from the frame.

Repeat steps 2-3 to remove the rest of staples.

Step 4

Roll up your canvas for storage.

Roll the canvas with your painting
on the outside to avoid cracking


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Step 5

  

Measure out the amount of canvas that is needed to cover the edges of the frame.

Once measured, make a small cut in the corner.

Use your hands to rip off the excess fabric.

Step 6

 

Fold one side of the canvas fabric over the edge of one of the long sides of the frame.

While holding the canvas down, use the staple gun to place one staple in the middle
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Step 7

  

Go over to the other side of the frame and use the canvas pliers to grab the canvas fabric. To
tighten canvas fabric, begin by holding the pliers at a 45 degree angle then moving the pliers down
towards the table.



Place the canvas pliers where you intend to place a staple .

While holding the fabric down, place a staple in the middle of that side of the frame.

Continue Step 7 on the two short sides of the frame.

Step 8

  

Choose one of the long sides of the frame and begin stapling from the center to about 3 inches
away from the corner using the same canvas plier technique from step 7. Then repeat on other
long side.



Next, repeat this stapling process on the two short sides
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Step 9

 

Trim the corner of the fabric to make folding easier.

The fabric that you cut away should be in the shape of a triangle.

Repeat on the other three corners.

Step 10

  

Choose one corner of the frame and tuck excess fabric inside the fold.

Holding tightly onto the fabric, pull the fold up and over the the edge of the frame. Staple to secure
both sides of the corner.



Repeat on the other three corners
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To reassemble your device, follow these instructions in reverse order.

Step 11

 

When you are finished, stretched canvas should be tight and it should sound like a drum when you
tap on it.



How to Change a Stretched Canvas Draft: 2019-05-03Guide ID: 119842 -

This document was generated on 2019-09-19 03:32:04 AM (MST).

© iFixit — CC BY-NC-SA www.iFixit.com Page 9 of 9


	How to Change a Stretched Canvas
	Written By: Vanessa Munguia
	INTRODUCTION

	TOOLS:
	PARTS:
	Step 1 — How to Change a Stretched Canvas
	Step 2
	Step 3
	Step 4
	Step 5
	Step 6
	Step 7
	Step 8
	Step 9
	Step 10
	Step 11


