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How to Install Bathroom Tile Flooring

This guide will cover the setup and installation of bathroom flooring tile.

Written By: Stephen Nelson
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INTRODUCTION

Laying any sort of flooring can be stressful and even dangerous for an inexperienced individual. This
guide aims to provide a brief yet complete guide to laying flooring tile in a home bathroom. Safety
tips, necessary tools, required materials, and the physical steps are all covered in this guide.

TOOLS: PARTS:

Tile Saw (1) Tile (1)

Level (1) Grout (1)

Pencil (1) Water (1)

Soft Sponge (1) Thin Set Mortar (1)

Hammer (1) Sealer (1)

Power Drill (1) Screws (1)

Trowel (1) Amount of screws necessary depends on

Surface area of flooring.

Chalk Line (1
(1) Plastic Spacers (1)

Bucket (1)
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file:///Item/Tile_Saw
https://www.amazon.com/Stanley-43-511-Magnetic-Resistant-Torpedo/dp/B000BQR7TU/ref=lp_553256_1_1?s=hi&ie=UTF8&qid=1529703213&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Dixon-Ticonderoga-Wood-Cased-Pencils-13882/dp/B001AZ1D3C/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1370629479&sr=8-1
http://www.amazon.com/Scotch-Brite-Non-Scratch-Sponge-526-6-Count/dp/B0043P0IAK/ref=sr_1_5?ie=UTF8&qid=1425854579&sr=8-5&keywords=sponge
http://www.amazon.com/dp/B0000224VG/
http://www.amazon.com/DEWALT-DWD112-Pistol-Grip-Keyless-All-Metal/dp/B0011XSEW6/ref=sr_1_9?ie=UTF8&qid=1376354304&sr=8-9&keywords=power+drill
http://www.amazon.com/VIVREAL-Gardening-plastic-Outdoors-Camping/dp/B011DSIK90/ref=sr_1_6?s=lawn-garden&ie=UTF8&qid=1443030266&sr=1-6&keywords=trowel
http://www.amazon.com/Tajima-CR301JF-Chalk-Rite-Free-Chalk/dp/B001TH8DIO/ref=sr_1_2?s=hi&ie=UTF8&qid=1446154952&sr=1-2&keywords=Chalk+Line
http://www.amazon.com/Leaktite-744456-1-Gallon-Plastic-Container/dp/B000VBC4UM/ref=sr_1_1?s=home-garden&ie=UTF8&qid=1403649977&sr=1-1
file:///Item/Tile
https://www.amazon.com/Red-Devil-0425-Pre-Mixed-Squeeze/dp/B000VZOPLY/ref=sr_1_3?keywords=grout&qid=1564769450&s=gateway&sr=8-3
file:///Item/Water
https://www.amazon.com/SimpleSet-Pre-Mixed-Thin-Set-Mortar-QT/dp/B001AZL25G/ref=sr_1_3?keywords=thinset+mortar&qid=1564769500&s=gateway&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.com/Trewax-Professional-Indoor-Outdoor-1-Gallon/dp/B000BYE9XY/ref=sr_1_3?keywords=tile%252Bflooring%252Bsealer&qid=1564769604&s=gateway&sr=8-3&th=1
file:///Item/Screws
file:///Item/Plastic_Spacers
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Step 1 — How to Install Bathroom Tile Flooring

e The first step is mixing your thin-set mortar and water into the five gallon bucket. (Precise ratio will
be on mortar packaging)

Step 2

@ Use the chalk line or the pencil to create reference lines along the floor that you will use to guide
tile placement.
e Your chalk lines/pencil lines should run parallel to the desired orientation of the tile.

@ These lines will act as your guide when setting the tile into the mortar.
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Step 3

@ Spread the mortar on the floor in a square no larger than 3'x3' utilizing the thin, flat side of the
trowel.

o Attempt to distribute the mortar evenly across the floor.

@ After the mortar is placed on the flooring, use the notched side of the trowel to apply the mortar to
the flooring in it's final form. (Even rows visible in mortar.)

Step 4

@ Once you have spread the amount of mortar that you will need, use the trowel once more to clean
the excess mortar from the floor. Excess mortar can be returned to the bucket.
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Step 5

o Lay the first tile square onto the mortar. For the best results, gently press down the tile and give
slight twists.

o If necessary for your tile type, apply tile spacers to the corners of this first piece.

e Continue to place tile in this manner along the reference lines using spacers if needed.
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Step 6

@ Once the area has been completely covered in tile, utilize the rubber mallet and level to evenly
flatten the tile.

e Place the level midway between two tile pieces then observe the difference. if there is an obvious
difference, hammer the higher tile into the mortar until it is even with its neighbor.

e When hammering tile use enough force to sink the tile further into the mortar, but not enough to
shatter the tile.

Step 7

o After leveling the tiled area, use a damp sponge to remove any excess mortar that may be on the
tile.
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Step 8

e Continue spreading mortar and tile in the same method as described in steps three through seven
until the desired area has been tiled.

e When placing tile, be sure to start from the back of the room so that you do not work yourself into a
wall or corner.
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Step 9

@ Once you have tiled a majority of your floor, you may notice you have an area of flooring where
your pre-cut tile will not fit.

e Take a measurement of the space remaining.

o Use this measurement to draw a cut-line on the tile with the pencil. Keep in mind the tile will have
space between panels.

Step 10

@ Use the tile saw to cut the tile along the predetermined cut line.

& Ensure that the tile saw stays moist through the entirety of this process.
& Eye and hand protection is encouraged whenever cutting tile.
@ Once the tile has been cut, use the file to smooth the edges of the cut pieces.

e Place the newly cut tile into the flooring that is uncovered.
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Step 11

o allow the mortar to set for 24 hours.

e Mix the grout as per manufacturer's instructions. a good mixture will have a thick, pasty feel to it.
e Remove any tile spacers you may have used.

e Ulilize a trowel to spread the grout along the tile's joints, then diagonally along the joints.

o Allow the grout to dry for 3 hours.

@ Uuse a sponge and water to remove extra grout. The grout should not be level with the tile, instead
keep the grout beneath the level of the tile.
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Step 12

e Allow the tile and grout to set for
three days. Avoid walking over the
tile excessively during this time.
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