
How to check Mercedes W123 Fuses
The electrical system in the W123 cars is simple, and generally reliable. One of the weak points
would definitely be the old fuses in the fuse box. Check yours, and consider replacing any bad

ones now.
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INTRODUCTION

It's important to check the fuses on your W123 car, especially if you haven't in a long time or if the
car is new to you.

A blown fuse can often be the culprit for what seems to be larger electrical problems.

Additionally, there are certain kinds of fuses that do not work well in the W123 fuse box and these
can lead to problems later on if not replaced now.

Learn to check your fuses and replace any that need it.

TOOLS:
Large Needle Nose Pliers (1)

PARTS:
8 Amp Fuse (1)
16 Amp Fuse (1)
25 Amp Fuse (1)
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Step 1 — How to check Mercedes W123 Fuses

Begin by locating the fuse box. It will
be on the far rear driver's side
corner under the hood.



It is behind the large, round brake
booster.



Step 2

The fuse box cover needs to be
removed to view the fuses. It is held
in place by a pair of knobs that can
be unscrewed by hand.



It can be a bit tricky to get the fuse
box out past the brake booster, hood
hinge, rubber hood seal, etc. Take
your time.


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Step 3

Now that the fuse cover is off, you
can view the fuses.



There are three kinds of fuses on
this W123:



White fuses, 8 amp

Red fuses, 16 amp

Blue fuses, 25 amp

Your car may have others; check
before ordering.



Notice the numbering on the fuse
box housing. This relates to the key
shown in the next step. There are
also a few lower case letters, before
and after the numbered section.



Step 4

Now compare the fuse box chart on
the inside of the fuse box cover.
Ensure that the fuses installed in
each spot are the correct fuse for
that location.



Then, visually inspect each fuse;
look for burns on the fuse, splits in
the metal section in the middle of the
fuse, or other signs of problems. Any
questionable fuses should be
replaced.


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Step 5

You can use a little plastic fuse
remover/installer tool like shown to
pull out any questionable fuses for
further inspection and replacement.
Or, you can use needle nose pliers.



Step 6

 

This fuse, while not broken or burnt, was removed for inspection. The element was bent, and the
end piece was loose and crooked. It was replaced on principle.



Before replacing any fuses, check the housing connection points for corrosion. If you find any you
can clean it up with a brass bristle brush


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When done, test the devices that are attached to the fuses you replaced to see if they work as they
should.

Step 7

As noted earlier, some styles of
fuses are not compatible with the
W123 fuse box and should be
removed if found in the box during
inspection.



These fuses are those made with
aluminium, rather than brass.
Shown here, you can see that these
have a silver color to the metal used.



The aluminium fuse will lead to
dissimilar metal corrosion between it
and the brass housing, which will
lead to a poor connection and a
failed circuit.


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