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IBM ThinkPad T30 Keyboard Replacement

A guide showing how to remove and replace the keyboard from the IBM ThinkPad T30.
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INTRODUCTION

Use this guide to replace your keyboard.

TOOLS:
Phillips #0 Screwdriver (1)
iFixit Opening Tools (1)
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Step 1 — Battery

@ Make sure the ThinkPad is off and the power supply is unplugged.
e Flip the ThinkPad upside down with the bottom facing you.
o Slide the latch on the underside of the ThinkPad to the right into the unlock position.

o While holding the latch in the unlock position, lift the battery out with your other hand.
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Step 2 — Keyboard
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e Begin by removing the two black 16 mm Phillips #0 screws. The screws can be identified by the
two notches next to each screw. One (marked in red) is near the battery lock and the other (not
pictured) is next to the Wi-Fi cover.

o Push up the bottom of the keyboard by poking your finger through the hole to the right of the
yellow bios battery. You will feel slight resistance.

& Be sure to not lift the keyboard too far. It is still attached to the computer with a ribbon connector.
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o Lift the keyboard to expose the ribbon connector and lean it against the computer screen to keep
the ribbon intact.

@ If the ribbon is broken, the keyboard is permanently unusable and needs to be replaced
o Use the plastic opening tool to gently pry the connector up from the motherboard.

@ You can now safely remove the keyboard.

To reassemble your device, follow these instructions in reverse order.
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