Mercedes W123 Fuel Sending Unit Replacement Guide ID: 33384 -Draft: 2014-11-30

Q IFixiT

Mercedes W123 Fuel Sending Unit
Replacement

If your fuel sending unit is not reading properly, one option you have is to replace it with a new, or
good used, part. Or, you may want to remove it to clean or repair it. Learn how to remove it with
this guide.
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INTRODUCTION

The fuel sending unit works off resistance as a float moves up and down a fragile set of wires inside
the float tube that makes up the body of the unit. If your fuel sending unit has damaged lines, a stuck
float, etc. you will likely want to remove it to replace it with a good used part, a new part, or to
attempt to clean it or repair it. This guide will help you remove the part so you can proceed.

TOOLS:
1 and 13/16" Socket (1)
Socket Wrench (1)
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Step 1 — Fuel Sending Unit

e Before being able to proceed you
will need to remove the first aid box.
This guide does not cover this step,
but basically, when you remove the
first aid kit you will see several
Phillips screws in the bottom of the
box. Remove those and the first aid
box lifts out.

Step 2

With the box out, you will see the top
of the sending unit where it screws
in to the fuel tank.

On top of the sending unit is a large
black plastic plug for the wiring that
goes to the fuel gauge. Start by
removing this (not pictured) by
pulling straight up on it.
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@ Use your large socket (1 and 13/16") and a ratchet to unscrew the fuel sending unit.

e Optionally, you can use a large adjustable wrench or channel locks though when using tools like
this there is always the potential for damaging the top of the fuel sending unit. Having the correct

size socket is always preferable.
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Step 4

@ You can now begin to pull the fuel sending unit out. Do it slowly.

e Before removing it all the way, let the fuel in the unit drain out. You should hear it slowly draining
as you pull it up. The more fuel that is in your tank the longer it will take to drain the unit.

@ Once it's drained you can remove it all the way to service it or to proceed at installing your
replacement part.

To reassemble your device, follow these instructions in reverse order.
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