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Q FixiT

iPhone 3G Home Button Replacement

That pesky home button is connected to the assembly by small, and fragile cables. If it is even
slightly gripped the wrong way during the repair of the phone, it can be broken. | had this problem
myself, and decided to make this guide for others.
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INTRODUCTION

| did not take any of these images. | took these images from various iFixIt Staff guides, as well as
google images. Thanks to all of you for reading, hope this helps! Feel free to leave any comments,
good or bad, to help me improve the guide for others.

TOOLS:

Phillips #00 Screwdriver (1)
Suction Handle (1)
Spudger (1)
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Step 1 — Broken Glass

o If your display glass is cracked, keep further breakage contained and prevent bodily harm during
your repair by taping the glass.

e Lay overlapping strips of clear packing tape over the iPhone's display until the whole face is
covered.
@ This will keep glass shards contained and provide structural integrity when prying and lifting the
display.

A Wear safety glasses to protect your eyes from any glass shaken free during the repair.

Step 2 — Home Button

e Remove the 2 Phillips #00 screws at
the bottom of the iPhone, located on
both sides of the dock connector.
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Step 3

@ Attach the small suction cup to the iPhone, above the home-button.

& Grip the suction cup, and start lifting the display slowly, and gently, making sure not to remove the
display completely. There are still ribbon cables connecting the display assembly to the
motherboard.

@ In some cases, the suction cup just won't adhere to the screen! You could use a heavy duty
suction cup, or duct tape to pry off the screen. However, if you do not plan on replacing the screen,
| do not suggest that you use duct tape.

@ Lift the display to a 45 degree angle.
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Step 4

e Use a spudger to disconnect ribbon cable(s) 1, 2, and 3.

e Just a reminder. The 3rd cable is actually connected to the board by a port, which requires an inset
connector.

Lift up the black tab on the back of the inset connector port, and then the 3rd ribbon should slide
right out.

Step 5

— ' @ After connectors 1, 2, and 3 are
[ detached, you can lift the display
! assembly off completely, and set
I - i apart the case for the iPhone, you
will only need the assembly for now.

!

@ Sorry for the bad image quality.
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Step 6

o It will be easy to locate the home-
button assembly from here.

e Make sure the cable that runs into

— | the home button assembly is not
SRR damaged or loose. This cable is
: indicated in the image here with a
g i rectangular marker.

e ———— l
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Step 7

If the cables are all fine, or making sure the cables are firmly placed does not work, check the dock
connector for any broken pins, especially the areas | highlighted with the circular red markers. If

any pins are broken, you might want to buy new cables, because repairing these pins requires a lot
of experience and precision tools.

o Ifthis STILL doesn't work, check the pins on the cables connected to the home-button (marked
with a red marker in second image.) Again, if any pins are broken, you might want to buy new
cables, or a new home-button, because these pins are very fragile and hard to fix.
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Step 8

e If any cables or pins are broken ,
you could buy new cables, as
mentioned before. However, if the
home-button screws are broken or
missing, or the home-button is
completely broken, you might want
to buy a new home button assembly.
This assembly is displayed on this
step's adjoining image.

To reassemble your device, follow these instructions in reverse order.
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